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An Account of the Proceedings and Debates in the Seffion 
of the laft Pa- t continued. 


our laff BEE, we gave our Rea- 
x OY, ders an Account of feveral Motions 
Yes which were made in the H——/e of 
L—ds, relatine to the Eletticn of 
or Scotch Peers; and particularly that 
a Motion being made, that thefe 
wet Peers fhould for the future be cho- 


~ 


>. 


any Sum of Money, Poft, Penfion, or P 
Yy other 


n 
THE 
i 
| 
| 
en bY Ballot, 10 was, upon 
fton, carried in the Negative. 
EB On Friday the 18th of March the i 
fard Houfe refolved itfelf again into a | 
Committee upon this Affair, when the Motion againft ] 
D—ke of B———rd moved to this Corruption in e- tf 
Efe, That the giving or promifing le@ting Scotti | | 
| 
| | 


336 The BEE: Or, No. 84 


other Reward, to any of the Peers of North-Britain, for 
giving his Vote in the Election of 16 Peers to reprefent 
them in the Parliament of Great-Britain, was a high In- 
fult upon the Crown, a great Indignity to the Peerage, 
and a Breach of the Privilege of that Houfe. 

The chief Speakers in Favour of this Motion, were,. the 
the D—--ke of B rd, the lof St-———r 


the L—d W by of B-——k, the E—/ of C Id, 
the L—d B it, the L aC t, and the 
F—/of W ea ; and the chief Speakers again 
the Motion were, the D——ke of N le, the L——d 
the E——/ of C—— ley, the L—d 
T t, the D—ke of A———le, and the E—-/ of 
P let. But upon a Divifion the Queftionwas carried, 


againft the Motion, 73 Not Contents, fo 43, Contents, of 
the Lords who were then in the Houfe ; and of Proxies there 
were 26 Not Contents, azd 17 Contents ; /o that in all 
there were oo againft agrecing to the Motion and 6o for a- 
reeing. 

This Affair, when it was laff Seffion before the Houfe, 
was not fo much attended to by the Publick as it ought to 
have been ; but as what bas firce happened may probably 
make our Readers efond of hearing what was faid upon that 
Subjedi, we fhall give the Suftance of what was faid on both 
Sides of the Queftion, as well within Doors as without ; 
and this we fhall do by way of Speech, as if the whole De- 
bate bad been carried on between two Lords, becaufe in that 
Method it will be both more diftin! and more entertaining 
to our Readers. 


Thofe who /poke in Favour of the Motion, {poke to the fil- 
lowing Effed?. 


“ My Lords, 


“It is well known, that by the Con- 
Speeches for the “ ftitution of this Kingdom all Elections 
Metron. ‘© of whatever Nature ought to be made 
“ with the utmoft Freedom: We have 

_“ many Laws, both ancient and modern for Eftablihing 
‘< the Freedom of Eledions,and for preventing any undue 
‘* Influence that may be made either by Money, or Threats 
“© or by Promifes upon the Eleétors: ‘he very Nature of 
‘¢ the Thing requires it fhould be fo; for every Man who 
** is allowed a Vote at any Ele¢tion, is by Law prefumed 
ss. capable 
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* capable of determining within himfelf, who is the moft 
‘< proper Perfon for that Poft, Office or Employment, to 
‘¢ which he is to elect; and if he be directed in his Vor- 
“< ing, either by Money, by Threats, or by Fromifes, it is 
‘he who directs that is Properly the Elector, and not 
“he who is made the Tool upon fuch Occafion ; by 
“ which Means that Election, which by Law ought to be 
‘© made by a great Number of Perfons, may come to 
““ be directed and confequently made by one /ing/e 
Man. 

‘¢ Therefore, my Lords, it has always been deemed to 
“ bea Maxim of the common Law of England, That E- 
be regularly and freely made, without any 
‘“< Interruption whatever; and this Maxim has been con- 
«¢ firmed and inforced by moft of the great Kings that 
“ever reigned in this Kingdom. under our Glorious 
“ King Edward the firft was that Statute made; which 
was called the firft of /Vefminfler; and by the sth 
‘¢ Chap. of that Statute it is exprefly ordained, That no 
*¢ ereat Mana, or any other Perfon, foall by Force, ly Malice, 
“< or by Threats, any ways diffurb the Freedom of Election 
“under the Pain of grievous Forfeitures; whichis a Law 
‘< that is ftill in Force, and a Law that relates to all EK- 
‘< lections made or to be made in this Kingdom ; and fo 
‘ carefull were our Anceftors of preferving this Free- 
* dom of Election, that even Requefts and earneft Solici- 
“< tations were in fuch Cafes deemed unlawfu'l, as may ap- 
‘* pear from that Statute which was made in the 7th of 
‘‘ Henry the [Vth, and from the r4th Chapter of the 
«* Statute called Articuli Cleri, which was made in the Reign 
‘© of Edward the Id: for it was mott reafonably by them 
‘“« concluded, that if any great or powerful Man was but: 
‘< allowed to requeft or follicit a Man for his Vote at as 
“ ny EleCtion, that Requeft or Sollicitation would have 
“ the fame Effect as if he had threatened the Man, or 
‘© made Promifes to him for giving his vote as directed; 
‘< becaufe every Man would naturally prefume, that if he 
“ complied with the great Man’s Requett he might expect 
<< his Favour ; and if he denied his Requeft he muft ex- 
«© pect his Malice. 
_ © Brom hence it is plain, a Lords, that by the very 
“ Nature of the Thing, as weilas by the Common and the 
“ Statute Law of this Kingdom, it is highly Crimiael for any 
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it is more highly Criminal in se Man actually to give 
or promife any Money or other Reward upon fuch an Oc. 
cafion, efpecially in any thing that relates to a rightof litting 
in this Houfe ; and what appears to be the undoubted Law 
of England is fo far from being derogated from by the Union 


- between the two Nations, that it in the Particular Cafe 


now betore us. exprefly confirmed by that Act which was 
made in the Parliament of Scotland, tor fettling the Man- 
ner of electing the 16 Peers ; and which Aé@t is by the Par- 
liaments of both Nations declared to be as valid as if the 
fame had been Part of the Articles of Union. 

‘< Since thenit appears that the Refolution now propofed. 
is nothing but a Declaration of what is now a Law of 
Great Britain, 1 can fee no reafon for our not complying 
with the Motion which the noble D—ke has been pleafed 
to maketous ; buton the contrary, I fee many and {trong 
Reafons for out agreeing to it; for it will certainly inforce 
the Laws now in Being ; it will put People in Mind that 
there are fuch Laws, and will contribute greatly towards 
terrifying thofe who may hereafter have evil Intentions, 
from being guilty of thofe Praétices which they know to 
have been fo lately condemned by this Houfe, and fuch 
aRefolution is at prefent the more neceflary, becaufe of 
the great Complaints now fo generally made over the 
whole Nation againft fuch Practices, Bribery and Corrup- 
tion in Elections of all Kinds is now fo univerfally com- 
plained of, that it is become highly neceffary for this Houle 
to come to fome vigorous Refolutions againft it, in Order 
to convince the World, that it has not as yet got within 
thefe Walls: It has already,I am afraid, got too firm a 
Footing in fome other Parts of our Conftitution; what 
is now propofed will not, I am afraid, be a fufficient Bar- 
rier, but !amvery fure, if fomething is not yery Speedily 
done, if fome effectual means are not taken againft that 
deadly Foe to our Conftitution, I fay I am fure, that in 
afhort Time Corruption willbecome fo general, that no 
Man will be afraid to corrupt, no Man will be afhamed 
of being corrupted. 
‘Tho’ it cannot be affirmed, my Lords, that any uu- 
due Influence has as yet been made ufe of in the Electi- 
on of the 16 Peers for Scot/and; tho’ it cannot be ful- 
pected that any fuch Influence will ever be allowed 


*< of, much lefs approved of by his prefent Majeity, yet 


no Mian can tell how foon fuch a 


Thing may be at- 
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“ tempted ; and the Circnmftances of many of the Peers 
‘< of that Nation gives us great Reafon to be jealous of 
‘‘ fuch Attempts: It muft be allowed that there many of 
‘© them who have the Misfortune of having but fmall Et 
“ tates; it is well known that many of them have Com- 
“ miffions in the Army, or Places in the Government de- 
“pending upon the Pleafure of the Crown ; and it muft 
“be granted that fome of them cannot well fupport the 
“ Dignity of their Titles, and the ancient Grandeur of 
‘ their Families, without fuchCommiffions inthe Ar. 
“my, or Pofts in the Government, If then any Foture 
‘© Ambitious Prince fhould think of fecuring by illegal 
“ Meansa Majority in this Houfe, in order ro dettro 
the Liberties of his People ; or if any Wicked Mini- 
“ fter who has got the leading of a weak Prince, thould 
think of getting a corrupt Majority in this Houfe, in 
‘¢ order to fecure him againft an Impeachment from the 
‘© other, are not we naturally to conclude, that the firft 
‘< attempt of fuch a King or fuch a Minifter would be to 
“ fecure the 16 Peers trom Scot/and. 

‘© Jn fucha Cafe a Court-lift, or rather a Minifteria] 
‘“ Lit, would certainly be fent down, and every Peer of 
“ Scot/and that did not vote plumb for that Lift, would 
“be under-hand threatened with being turned out of his 
‘‘ Commiffion in the Army or Navy, or out of his Em- 
‘« ployment under the Government ; and others would 
‘‘ be induced to vote for it by fecret Promifes of Prefer- 
‘“ ment, or of being provided for. The noble Families 
‘ of Scotland are, my Lords, as ancient, and have always 
‘behaved with as much Honour, as the Nobility of ang 
“ Nation under the Sun ; but in fuch a Cafe, how hard 
‘“ might be the Fate of fome of the Reprefentatives of 
‘the noble Families of that Kingdom: ‘They muft un- 
-“ gratefully vote againft thofe who perhaps procured them 
“the Commiffions or Pofts they enjoy, they muft vote 
‘‘ tor thofe whom they know to be Men of no worth 
‘“ nor Honour, Men who they know to be meer Tools 
* of Power; or otherwife they muft expeé to be ftript of 
‘“ their Preferments under the Government, and there 
‘« rendered incapable of fupporting themfelves in their Na- 
‘“ tive Country as Noblemen, perhaps eyen as Gentlemen. 
‘© This is a Misfortune which certainly may happen: This 
‘my Lords, is a Misfortune which, in regard to our 
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Country in regard to the Honour and Dignity of this 
Houfe, in regard to our own Families, we ought to 
provide againit ; and we cannot provide againft it tog 
foon. 

«¢ I fay, my Lords, that it isa Misfortune, which ig 
regard even to our own Families, we ought to provide 
againft ; for it is well known that there is but feldom 
any Difference between the Royal and Minifterial Pow- 
er: There never can be any difference between the 
two but when there is a juft, a wife and an active 
Prince upon the Throne ; for when there is an ambiti- 


ous and an unajuft Prince upon the Throne, his Mini: 


fters will readily fubmit, he will make every Thing 
fubmit to his Power, if he can ; and when a weak or 
an indolent Prince happens to be upon the Throne, 
the whole Royal Power will always be lodged in the 
Minifters, generally in one prime Minifter ; and as fuch 
Minifters always endeavour to aét in an arbitrary Way, 
they will never employ any but thofe who will meauly 
fubmit tobe their ‘Tools; all others they will endeavour 


‘ to opprefs and deftory : It is certain that Men of great 


Families and Fortunes, who have any Senfe or Penetra- 
tion, will never fo eafily fubmit to the arbitrary Views 
ofan ambitious Prince, nor will they fo eafily fubmit to 
be the Tools of an over-bearing Minifter, as Fools 
or mean Upftarts; and therefore no fuch Prince or. 
prime Minifter will ever employ any of them if they 
can do wtihout. While the ancient Dignity and the 
Weight of this Houfe is preferved, the ancient and 
great Families of the Kingdom will always be able to 
confine the Views of an ambitious Prince, and to force 
him to delegate a juft Proportion of his Power to them, 
and they will, always be in a Condition to force them- 
felves inupon a Prime Minifters, not as his Tools but 
as his Parteners in Power: but if it fhould once come 


““ tobe in the Power of a Prince or Minifter to fecure by 
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difhonourable Means a Majority in this Houfe, the 
greateft Part of our Pofterity will for ever be excluded 
from all fhare in the Government of their Country; 
none but meer Tools of Power, and knavifh Upftarts 
will be employed in the Adminiftration; and Perhaps 
even our next Succeffors may fee a wicked and an over: 
bearing prime Minifter of State at the Head of a parcel 
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of Fools and Knaves; carrying Things in this Houfe 


rality of Mankind without Doors, and contrary to 


‘the Opinion of every honeft Man of Senfe within. 


ras 


« To me, my Lords, it is as clear as any Demonftrati- 


on, that an utter Exclufion of all the Nobility in Grear- 
Brivain, who had either Honour or good Senfe, from 
any Share in the Adminiftration, would be the certain 
Confequence of the Court’s getting it in their Power to 
fecure by Corruption a Majority in this Houfe; but I 
am afraid that fuch a Court would not ftop here; Iam 
afraid the Misfortune would not ftop here ; I am afraid 
that fuch a Court would, foon begin to think of getting 
rid of every Family in the Nation which could be any 
way troublefome to. them; and of fuch a Refolution, 
my Lords, fupported by fuch a Majority, how fatal 
might the Confequences be to every one of your Lord- 
fhips Families, which happened unfortunately at that 
Time to have a Reprefentative beloved in his Country, 
and efteemed for his great Honour and his good Senfe : 
Of fuch Confequences I have the moft terrible Appre- 
henfions : I hope no fuch Cafe will ever happen ; but 
I muft defire your Lordfhips to confider how great an 
Influence a Number of 16 fure Votes might have upon 
all the Refolutions of this Houfe : Look into your Jour- 
nals, look into the Hiftories of this Nation, and you 
will fee how many Queftions, Queftions in which the 
very Being of our Conftitution was deeply concerned, 
have been carried againft the then Enemies of our Con- 
ftitution by a Majority of a fmaller Number, perhaps 
by a Majority of not above two or three. Can we then 


‘ be too jealous of the Method of electing the 16 Peers 


for Scotland ? Can we refufe or negleét to ufe all thofe 
Means that lie in our Power for preventing their be- 
ing ever chofen by a Minifterial Influence ? Can we fup- 
pofe that all thofe who are chofen under fuch an Influ- 
ence, will not vote in this Houfe under that Influence 
by which they were chofen ? 

‘** Cuftom, my Lords, is of a mighty prevalent Nature ; 
even Virtue itfelf owes Refpect in a great meafure to 
Cuftom; and Vice, by being openly and avowedly 
practifed, foon comes to difguife itfelf, and if private 
and felfifh Views, fhould once come to be the fole Di- 


rectors in voting at the Election of the 16 Peers for 
“ Scotland 
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Scotland, the Practice would foon get even into this 
Houfe itfelf ; and as Inferiors are always apt to imitate 


“< their Superiors, it would from thence defcend to ever 
“ Election and to every Affembly in Great-Britain: Cor- 
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ruption would then come to be openly and: general- 
ly avowed ; it would affume the Habit of Virtue ; the 
facrificia of our Country, the facrificing of all the 
Ties of Honour, Friendfhip and Blood, to any perfo- 
nal Advantage or Preferment, would be called Pru. 
dence and good Senfe, and ad i contrary Behaviour 
would be called Madne/fs and Folly ; Then indeed, if 
there were a Man of Virtue left in the Nation, he 
might have Reafon to ery out, with the celebrated 
Roman Patriot, OVirtue, [ have followed thee asa real 
Good, but now I find thou art nothing but an empty 
Name. {It was, my Lords, the general Corruption he 
found in his Country that led that = Man into fuch 
an Expreffion: He died in the Defence of Liberty and 
Virtue ; and with him expired the laft Remains of the 
Liberty and Virtue of his Country ; for Virtue and Li- 
berty aiways go Hand in Hand; where ever one is, 
there likewife is the other, and from every Country 
they take their Flight together. 
“¢ T have faid, my Lords, that it cannot be affirmed, 
that any undue Influence has as yet been made ufe of in 
the Elect on of the Peers for Scot/and ; but yet it muft 
be granted that, towards the latter End of the late 
Queen's Reign, there feems to be.a ftrong Sufpicion, 
that fome extraordinary Influence was then made ufe 
of ; forthe 16 that were firft chofen after the Union, 
were all fuch as were known to have a tru- Zeal and 
Affection for the Revolution, and for the prefent Efta- 
blifhment : Soon after there was a Change in the Mini- 
ftry here, and upon that a new Parliament ; it cannot 
be faid that there was any Change amorg the Electors 
ot the 15 Peers af Scotland, they neceflarily coutinued 
to be the fame; and yet there was fuch a rhorough 
Change among the 146 Reprefentatives then chofen, that 
hardly one of the former was fent up ; the whole 16 
were fuch as were agreeable to the new Miniftry, and 
fuch as went into all the new Sieafures then fet on 
foot. Even fome noble Lords now in this Houfe, 
whofe confummate Prudence and great (Qualifications 
were then well known, were left out in that Queen's 
ime 
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Time, tho’ the Peers of Scot/and have been ever fince 
fo juft to themfelves as always to chufe them for their 


Reprefentatives : How this fhould ~—— without fome 


undue Influence being then made ufe of, I cannot well 
comprehend ; and if what is now prophefied fhould 
happen ; if upon the next Election it fhould be found, 
that fome noble Lords are left out, whofe Families as 
well as themfelves have been eminent and remarkable 
for their Zeal for the prefent happy Eftablifhment, as 
well as for the Revolution upon which it 1s founded ; 
If fuch, I fay, fhould be left out, for no other Reafon 
that can poffibly be gueffed at, but that they happen 
not to be altogether agreeable to the Minifter for the 


~ Time being, I fhall think it ftill more unaccountable ; 


becaufe that, in the latter Knd of tbe late Queen’s 
‘Time, there feemed to be a Conteft between thofe that 
were Friends and thofe that were Enemies to the Pro- 
teftant Succeffion, and in fuch a Conteft there is fome 
Ground to prefume, that the Peers of Scotland would 
naturally divide into two Parties, and that the moft nu- 
merous Party would chufe that 16 who were fuppofed 
to Le of the Party they efpoufed ; but now, my Lords, 
where there 1s no Principle either in Religion or Poli- 
ticks to direét them, it 1s not to be fuppofed that they 
will naturally divide into two oppofite Parties ; or that 
the Majority of them will naturally refolve not to vote 
lor any one of thofe who now happen to be difagreea- 
Llc to the Minifter, notwithitanding their having, for 
4 continued Courfe of many Years, thought fore of 
them worthy of the Honour of bemg their Reprefen- 
tatives in this Houfe. 


If this, my Jords, fhould really happen ; if fome of 


thofe Lords now in this Houfe, whole Zeal and Affec- 
tion for his Majefty’s Perfon and Government are well 
knowa, whofe Qualifications and natural Endowments 


"are univerfally acknowledged, and who have performed 
: many erninent Services to their Country ; if fuch, I 
‘fiy, thould he left out, and others, who may not be 


known in the World, chofen, or at leaft pretended to 
Le chofen in their room, I thall be apt to fufpect, [ be- 
leve the whole Nation will conclude, that fome of the 


‘ Srattih Peers have not been directed in their Choice YY 


thar which ought to be their only Director upon fuc 
Qceafions , and if fuch a Thing thould happen, it will 
Z << Leg 
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“* be incumbent upon this Houfe to enquire how it was 
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brought about ; for we ought not to admit any unwor- 
thy Perfon’s being brought among us, nor ought we to 
allow of any Per‘on’s being brought unworthily or un- 
unjuitly into this Houfe ; this we have a Right to in- 
quire into, as may appear by what happened {fo lately 
as in the Reign of the late Queen; and our own Re. 
cords, our own Hittories may shew us, that the bring- 
ing, or endeavouring to bring, unworthy Perfons into 
this Houfe, was enguired into, and had like to have 
proved fatal to King Heary UT. 


*< In fuch Cafes, my Lords, we are not tyed down to 


the ftrict Rules of Law, we are not to expect every 
criminal Fact to be proved by two or three Witneiles ; 
this is what neither Houfe of Parliament ever thought 
themfelves tyed down to ;_ it is from Circumitances as 
well as Proofs that we are to determine, and if fuch 
Circumftances fhould concur as muft convince every 
Man of common Senfe in the Kingdom, | am fure I 
need not tell your Lordfhips what you are to do ; but 
as the preventing of Crimes is much mote prudent and 
lefs troublefomo than the punithing of them, let us 
therefore now endeavour to prevent the committing of 
any fuch Crimes, by agreeing to the Refolution propo- 
fed. | 
‘The other Houfe of Farliament has paffed many 
laws for preventing the Influence of Bribery and Cor- 
ruption in the Election of any of their Members. [hey 
have lately got paded a fevere Law againit that abomi- 
nable . ractice ; and another Bill tor preventing any "n- 
due Influence upon their Members after they are cho- 
fen, has fince been feveral times brought in, and as ol- 
ten pafled in that Houfe, but your Lordfhips have net, 


“at feems, thought fit to give it your Concurrence : 


W hilit there are fuch Complaints againft the Growth of 


* Corruption, while the other Houfe are uiing fuch Pre- 


cautions again{t it, fhall we fit fiill and do nothing ? 
here are but a few of the Members of this Houle, 
there are none but the 16 for Scot/zad, who owe their 
Seats here to an Hieetion: Let us then, my Loris, 
take ali poffible Care that they fhall always be chofen 
by an honourable, a tair and a free Election: If they 
thouid ever come to depend upen a Minifter for aa 
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« Seats in this Houfe, confider, my Lords, what an In- 
« fluence it might have even upon their Way of voting 
« while they are here: How terrible muft it be for any 
«« Lord of this Houfe to be expofed to the Danger of be- 
« ing told by an infolent Minifter, You fhall vote fo or 
“fo, otherwife you fhall be no longer a Lord of Parlia- 
“ ment. This is what, I hope, your Lordthips will en- 
« deavour to preveat by agreeing to this Refolution, or 
“ any other more effectual Method that may hereatter be 
found to be neceffary.” 


Thofe who were the Speakers againft the Motion, fpoke 
to the following Effect. 


My Lords, 
“That both by the Common and 
“ Statute Law of this Kingdom all Speeches againf 
‘« Klections ought to be free and un- the Motion. 
“diiturbed, is what will not be deni- 
“ed by any Lord in this Houfe; and thatthe giving of 
“ Money, or the making ufeof any Threats or Promufes, 
‘‘ in order to induce any of the Electors to vote accord- 
“ing to Direction, is a Crime of a very high Nature, 
“is what will be as little controverted ; but this 1s fo tar 
“ from being an Argument for the Refolution propofed, 
“that, in my Opinion, it is a very ftrong Argument a- 
“gainft it; for wherever the Law is plain and cleir, 
“ there is no Occafion for a Refolution of this Houfe ei- 
“ther to inforce it, or to put People in mind of 3 
“Upon the contrary, our coming to fuch a Refolution 
“might probably make People doubt of what they !e- 
“fore thought evident, becaufe our Refolution worl} 
“not make that to be a Law which was not fo before, 
‘and fome People would naturally conclude, that the 
“ Taw in that refpeét was not clear and evident, other- 
“ wife this Houfe would have had no Occasion for com- 
“ing to any fuch Refolution. In the prefent Cafe in- 
“ deed the Law is fo clear and evident, that no Man ol 
“common Senfe can doubt of it, and therefore cur 
“coming to fach a Refolution will not probably bring 
“ the Law ia doubt with any Man in the Kingdom ; burt 
‘“ Tcannot help thinking that it- would be a very ocd 
“and a very extraordinary Refolution ; I mutt realy 
‘‘ think that we may with 2s much Propriety refolve, 
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That the levying of War againft the King isan AG of 
Migh-Treafon ; and how fuch a Refolution would ap. 
pear upon the Journals of this Houle, I leave your 
Lordfhips to judge. 
‘¢ As I have faid, my Lords, it muft be acknowledged 
mm all that the giving of Money, or the making ufe of 
hreats or Promifes, in order to corrupt or over-awe 
the Electors at any Election, is contrary to Law ; but 
yet I cannot admit that the making ufe of any fort of 
Sollicitations is contrary to Law, [I cannot think but 
that any Lord of Scot/and may ask another's Vote 
at any enfuing Election of the 16 Peers for that King- 
dom, and that in favour of his Friends as well as of 
himfelf ; and if any Lord of that Country fhould have 
the Honour to be Secretary of State, or in any other » 
high Office under the Crown, I cannot comprehend how 
he can be thereby excluded from being a Candidate at 
that Election ; a Candidate he certainly may be, andas 
fuch he may ask every other Lord of that Country for 
his Vote at the enfuing Election ; nay, he may not only 
ask that Favour for himfelf, but he may ask it ‘for o- 
thers ; his being in an Office under the Crown does not 
{trip him of that Privilege which every other Lord en- 
joys; nor does any Law now in being make his Solli- 
citations more criminal than thofe of the other Lords 
of his Country. 
‘«< The Laws now in being for preferving the Freedom 
of Elections are, my Lords, in my Opinion, fully fufh- 
cient for that Purpofe ; and whoever thinks fo muft 
conclude, that there is not the leaft Occafion for the 
Refolution now propofed: But granting that they were 
not futhcient, would our coming to fuch a Re olution 
render them fo? It cannot be fo much as pretended 
that a Refolutiou of this Houfe would add to their 
sufflciency, or that it would contribute in the leaft to- 
wards making a Law effectual for the End propofed, 
if it was before found to be ineffectual. Thus, my 
Lords, there is either no Occafion for our coming to 
fuch a Refolution, or it would be of no Ufe when 
made ; and therefore I cannot think it confifteat with 
the Dignity of this Houfe, to have any fuch Refolu- 
tion entered upon our Journal. If the Laws in. this 
refpect are infufficient, let a Bill be brought in for 
amending and ftrengthening them ; but do eine - 
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take up our Time with making Refolutions which all 
the World muft fee tobe of no Ufe. 

‘« This, my Lords, is a very ftrong Argument againft 
our coming to the Refolution propofed ; but there is 
ftill a much ftronger ; for it would, in my Opinion, be 
a very high Indignity offered to his prefent Majefty’s 
Government ; it would tend to make the whole World 
fuppofe that fome very heinous Practices had beeu 
lately carrying on by his Majefty’s Minifters for influ. 
encing the Elections of the 16 Peers for Scot/and; and 
to fuppofe that his Majefty is or can be fo unjuft as 
tocountenance fuch Practices, or that he can be fo weak 
as not to difcover them, if any fuch were carrying on 
by his Minifters, is one of the higheft Indignities that 
can be offered to theCrown. It 1s indeed a Suppofition 
which no Man can make, who is in the leaft acquainted 
with his Majefty’s Juftice, Penetration and Watchtul- 
nefs for the Good of his People ; but our coming now 
to fuch a Refolution, would be doing at leaft all inour 
tower to raife fuch a Sufpicion in the Nation; and 
amonz the Vulgar and Ignorant, or in the remote 
Parts of his Majefty’s Dominions, it might have a fatal 
Effect. 

“ Befides this, my Lords, it would be a moft heinous 
Affront offered to the whole Peerage of Scet/and ; it 
would be a fuppofing that the Majority of them are 
directed in their Way of voting at the Election of 
their 16 Reprefentatives, by corrupt and mercenary 
Views: This would be a Conclufion that every Man 
without Doors would naturally draw, when he heard 
that your Lordfhips had come to fuch a Refolution ; 
no Man would imagine that fuch a Thing could have 
happened without any Proof, without any Foundation. 
The Peers of North-Britain, my Lords, are by the 
Articles of Union declared to be Peers of Great-Brr- 
‘ain ; they ase to have Rank and Precedence before all 
Peers of Great-Britainand the like Orders and Degrees, 
Created fince the Union ; they are to enjoy all Privi- 
leges as fully as the Peers of England, except fitting 
in this Hout, and upon Trials of Peers ; and why 
they fhould be thus diftinguifhed by a particular Re- 
folution of this Houfe I cannot comprehend. They 


have, ’tis true, no Share in the Legyflature, in 
that 
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that of voting for their own Reprefentatives in this 
Houfe ; but is there any Coiour ot Reafon for fufpec- 
ting them of corrupt and mercenary Views in their wa 
of voting for there own Reprefentatives, more than 
there is for fufpecting every Lord here of fuch Views 
“* in his Way of voting, as to every Queition that arifes 
‘* in the Houfe. 

** As for any Sufpicions that may be entertained about 
<< the Election of the 16 Peers tor Scot/and@, inthe latter 
«¢ End of the Queen’s Reign, they may be eafily cleared 
<¢up: The Election at that Time did not procecd from 
mercenary or corrupt Views, but from Views of a more 
“<< malignant “Tendency, if any fuch can be. It is well 
“© known that many ot the then Peers of Scot/and were 
“<< either fecret or avowed jacobites: Upon that fatal 
«* Change of the Minifiry here, they all conceived great 
“< Hopes ; thereupon many declar’d themfelves openly who 
«« had never done fo before, and fome of the Nonyurors 
«* camein and gualifiedthemfelves, in order tofervea Turn 
<* atthat Time, which they took tobe in favour f that 
<< Principle they had always carefied ; and all thefe join- 
<< ing with the Scot/i/b Peers, who were then actually em- 
<s ploy’d in the Adminiftration, carried the Election a- 
<* gamit thofe who ftood firmto the Principles of the Re- 
«¢ yolution, and to the Proteftant Succeffion, as eftablifh- 
<< ed in his prefent Majefty’s Family : Kut, thank God, 
“ their Reign was but fhort ; and his late Majefty’s Ac 
¢« ceflion put an End to all their Views of doing any 
«¢ Thing in a Parliamentary Way ; by this the new E- 
jection was eatily in favour of the Friends to 
«¢ the prefent Eftabliihment; and foon after moft of the 
protelied Facohites in Scot/znd joined in an cpen Re- 
«¢ bellion, by which they forfeited their Titles as well 
<< as their Ettates to the Crown; whereby the Neck of 
<< of that Party was entirely broke, fo that they have ne- 
«s ver been able to make any Effort at an Election fince 
“ that Time. 

‘¢ Now, my Lords, as to thofe Prophecies which have 
“*¢ been made to us about the enfuing Election of Peers 
tor Scot/and, I am atraid they are as ill founded as any 
‘** other of our modern Prophecies, and I fhall be glad to 
‘+ find them as falfe; for I have {> great a Refpect for 
““ the 16 we have now the Happinefs to have among Us, 
“ that I could with they were all in for Lile.; but as 
their 
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“ their being here depends upon a free Election, their 
“ being all returned again 1s what neither they nor we can 
“expect; and indeed if it fhould happen, it would give 
«“ me a itrong Reafon to fufpect that the Election had nor 
“ been free: It is natural to fuppofe that every Election 
‘«« will bring fome new Lards among us, and for them 
“ fome of the former muft be lefe out: Becaufe a noble 
is firmly attached to the prefent Eftablithment, 
‘¢ becaufe his Family has always been zealous for Revo- 
“lution Principles, is that a Reafon, my Lords, for us 
‘ or for him to expect that he fhould always be returned 
“ one of the 16 to reprefent the Peers of Scotland in this 
“ Houfe: No, my Lords, there are many noodle Peers in 
° Scotland, and all are, I hope, firmly attached to the 
‘ Royal Family now upon the Throne, tho’ fome may 
“ not perhaps have had an Opportunity of: fhewing it fo 
“ fully to the World as others may: In fuch a Cafe it is 
“ reafonable to expect that every one will endeavour to 
‘“ have his Tura ; and where there is a free Election, it 
‘is reafonable to expect that thofe Lords, who have not 
‘© a Mind to fet up for themfelyes, will fometimes oblige 
* one, and fometimes another. 
‘But even as to the Mini {terial Parties that have been 
“‘ talked of, it is as reafonable to fuppofe that the Peers 
* of Scotland will naturally divide into two Parties for 
*‘ and againit the Miniftry, as fo fuppofe that they can 
* naturally divide themfelves into two Parties for and a- 
oainft the Eitablifhment ; For while the Adminiftra- 
tion, while the Minifters tor the ‘Lime being, purfue no 
“ Meafures but what are for the Honour of their King, 
“and the Good of their Country, it is as reafonable to 
‘* fuppofe that all thofe who think fo will naturally join 
“in the fupporting of their Meafures, as it is to fup- 
“ pofe that they would naturally join in the Support of 
“the prefent Eftablifhment, were it poffihle to bring 1t 
“ into Difpute ; and were I a Peer of Scot/and, and con- 
“ vinced of the Wifdom ani Uprightnefs of all the Mea- 
“ fares purfued by the Minifters for the Time being, r 
“ thould he as loth to give my Vote for returaing a Lord 
“ to this Houfe, who, I knew, or even fufpected would 
“ oppofe the Miniitry in ail their Meafures, as f would 
“ be to give my Vote for returning to this Houfe a Lord 
“whom I knew. to be really difatfected to his Majetty 
“and his Family : And as there never was yet i any 
Country 
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“* Country a Set of Minifters, whofe Meafures were ap- 
“¢ proved by all Men, therefore I fhall always expect, 
“ that upon every Election in Scot/and, the Peers will 
*‘ naturally, and without any felfifh or corrupt Views, 
** divide themfelves intotwo Parties, one whereof will be 
compofed of thofe who do not approve of the Mea- 
** fures purfued by the Adminiftration, and the other of 
“‘ thofg who do approve of them ; the natural Confe- 
*¢ quence of which will be, the propofing or concerting 
“* of two Lifts; and in fuch Cafe it is very natural to 
** conclude, that one of the Lifts will always be returned 
£¢ without an Exception : For this Reafon, my Lords, as 
“¢ well as on Account of the natural Uncertainty and 
«¢ Changeablenefs of a free Election, I fhall be no way 
<< furprifed, if fome of the noble Lords now in this Houfe 
<* be not rechofen at the next Election: The Capacity 
“< and the Qualifications of the noble Lords, we have now 
“‘ the Happinefs to have from that Country, are well 
“< known, and no Man has a better Opinion of them 
<< than I have ; yet I make no doubt, but that there are 
“‘ other Lords in Scotlazd of equal Capacity, and equally 
“ qualify 'd for reprefenting the Peerage of that Kingdom 
*¢ in this Houfe, and if they fhould fend up fome new Re- 
“¢ prefentatives in the Room of fome of thofe who are 
** now here, I fhall be very far from imputing it to any 
<< undue Influence ,' on the contrary, I fhall from thence 
“< conclude, that the Election has been abfolutely free and 
*¢ uncontrouied. 
*< As to the contriving and making Laws againft Cor- 
‘< ruption, the other Houfe of Parliament, my Lords, 
** has very good Reafon for fo doing: It has been often 
‘“ proved, at the Bar of that Houfe, that Bribery and 
<< Corruption has been practifed in the moft flagrant Man- 
*« ner at the Election of fome of thofe who have been re- 
“<rurned Members of that Houfe ; and therefore they 
«< have often had a moft fubftantial Reafon for taking the 
<< Alarm, and for providing againft that mortal Foe to 
«< the Conftitution of their Country, who, they perce!v- 
“Sed, had already attacked it in the moit tender Part: 
‘s But for Godfake, my Lords, what Reafon have we 
“‘ for this Alarm? Has it eves been proved at the Bar of 
«< this Houfe, has it ever yet been fo much as pretended 
“by any Lord in this Houfe, that the 16 Peers for S:2’- 
‘« jand, or any one at them, was elected by the — of 
“Bribery 
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‘ Bribery and Corruption, or by the Means of any other 
““fore of undue Influence ? Is not this a material Diffe- 
“ rence between this Houfe and the other ? Is it not from 
“< thence clear, that we have no manner of Reafon for 
“ contriving any Law againft Corruption ? And much lefs 
‘‘ have we a Reafon for coming to any fuch Refolution as 


“ is now propofed.”, 


To this it was replied by thofe who fpoke in favour of 
the Motion, in Subftance as tollows. 


“T find, my Lords, it is admitted 

“ ofall Sides, that the giving or pro- Replyfor the Moa 
mifing of Money or other Reward, ¢/oz. 

‘or the making ufe of any fort of | 

«< Threatenings or Promifes, in order to influence the 
“« Election of the Peers of Scotland, is directly contrary 
“ to Law, and therefore it is neediefs to fay any Thing 
‘© further as to that Point ; but as to Sollicitations or ask- 
“ing of Votes, I muft beg Leave to explain it a littile. 
“I thall agree with thofe Lords who have fpoke upon the 
‘“‘ other Side of the Queftion, that every Lord of that 
‘“‘ Country may be a Candidate, and as fuch may apply to 
“the other Lords for the favour of their Votes at the 
*‘ enfuing Election, and as the Law now ftands (tho’ I 
‘‘ with it were otherwife) every Lord may ask the fame 
“« Fayour for thofe of his Friends who may likewife be 


‘“‘ Candidates ; but with Regard to Muniiters of State, 


‘“‘ and thofe in high Offices uader the Crown, there is a 
‘“‘ great Diiference as to the Manner of Application which 
*‘ they make ufe of, in order to obtain the Favour for 
*¢ which they follicit ; if they ask the Favour in an hum- 
“ble Manner, only as a private Man, and without any 
‘thing of the Minifterial Air, either for themfelves or 
‘“‘their Friends, they do not, I believe, offend againtt 
“‘ the Laws now in being ; but if any thing of the Mi- 
“nifter appears in their Manner of asking, it may be of 
‘‘ the mojt fatal Confequence to the Freedom of the 
Blection. | 

‘‘ In order to explain what I mean, I fhalltake an Rx- 
“ ample from the Eleétions of the other Houfe : Tho’a 
“ Gentleman bea Comm ffioner of the Treafury, or ofthe 
Admiralty, he may without doubt fer up as a Candidate 


‘ot, reprefent any County, City or Borough in Greate 
Britains 
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‘* Britain; he may ask the Electors for the Favour of 
‘ their Votes, and wherever he has a natural Intereft, 
““he may make ufe ofthat Intereft in Favour of his 
“* Friends ; but if he fhould make Intereft either for him- 
“¢ feltor his Friends, not as a private Gentleman, but as 
‘* a Lord of the Treafury, or of the Admiralty, and as 
‘< fuch fhould, by his Agents, fend his Commands to thofe 
‘* who depend or may expect to depend upon the Board 
“* to which he belongs, with directions how to vote, or for 
“¢ whom to make Intereft,in any County, City or Borough 
*< in Great-Britain fach a Method of Application would 
*¢ be highly Criminal; it ought I think to be deemed 
‘“¢ High-treafon. In like manner, my Lords, if upon an 
“¢ approaching Election in Scot/and any Lord of that King- 
“< dom, happening to be in a high Office under the Crown, 
“<< fhould by himfelf or his Agents fo much as infinuate, 
_ © that the King, the Government, the Miniftry, or the 
“* like, expected that any Lord of that Kingdom would 
‘¢ vote for fuch a Man, or fuch a Lift, fuch a Sollicitati- 
“Con, I fay, my Lords, might be fatal to the Freedom of 
** that Election, and would confequently be highly criminal : 
“‘ And this Diftinction onght to be particularly attended 
** to, when we talk of Sollicitations in any Election what- 
"ever. 
‘¢ As our Laws uow ftand, my Lords, we ought to be 
‘< particularly watchful in this Refpect ; and confidering 
“<< the vaft Power lodged in the Crown, confidering the 
<< many Favours the Minifters of the Crown have to be- 
“<< ftow, I am afraid our utmoft Watchfulnefs would fig- 
‘* nify nothing if any fuch Attempts fhould ever be made 
““ by thofe in Power. It is impoffible to prevent the Mi- 
‘¢ nifters of the Crown, or the Agents, intermeddling 
*¢ fome way or another, almoft in every Election in Great- 
‘¢ Britain: Let them make their Application in the moft 
“< humble Manner, let them make ufe of the moft modett 
‘* Expreffions that can be thought of, thofe they apply to 
‘‘ will depend upon their Favour, if they comply with 
«« their Requeft, and if they refufe to comply, they may 
aie nan, willexpect their Malice: The Requeft of a Man 
‘< in Power, tho’ made in the moft humble Manner, 


*‘ muft always neceffarily imply a Threat if denied, a 
‘* Promife it complied with: This muit neceffarily have 
“* 2 great Influence upon all Elections, and if Obedience 
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“ty fuch Requefts fhould once he found to be the only 
‘ Road to Preferment eitheir in Church or State, they 
‘* will foon become fatal to the boafted Liberties of this 
Nation. | 

‘It was for this Reafon, my Lords, that I lately in 
‘¢ this Committee gave my Vote for having all future E- 
“¢ lections of the 16 Peers for Scotland made by balloting. 
“« I¢ was for this Reafon, my Lords, that I moft heartily 
‘concurred in agreeing to that Bll which in the late 
“ King’s Reign was pafled by this Houfe for making fo 
“* many hereditary Peers for Scot/and, and for limiting 
‘‘the Power of the Crown with Refpect to the oreating 
“of any new Peers of Great-Britain. ‘That neceffary 
‘ Bill was thrown out in the other Houfe ; it was thrown 
“ out (I do not know how) by the Affftance even of fome 
‘* of thofe who have always pretended to be Patrons of 
“‘ Liberty. My Opinion was then, my Opinion is fo ftill, 
“« That it was the beft contrived Bill for the Prefeovation 
“ of the Liberties of this Country that was ever brought 
“into either Houfe of Parliament ; and I muft fay, that 
‘if I had had the Misfortune to have been one of thofe 
‘““ who oppofed that Bill, I thould from that Moment 
‘« have thrown up all Pretences to my being a Lover of 
“ Liberty ; I fhould have expected that every Man 
«“ would have told me, that I made ufe of that !popular 
‘« Pretence only as a Step to Power, but that he faw 
‘Thad no regard for it, when it came in Competition 
*“ with any of my own httle private Views. 

‘< Suppofe, my Lords, that the Laws now in being 
*‘ are fully fufficient for preferving our Conftitution a- 
‘‘ gainft the baneful Effects of Corruption ; fuppoefe that 
‘they want no Addition or Amendment; yet is it not 
‘‘ an ufual Thing , may it not fometimas be a — 
‘Thing to revive fuch Laws? Does not. his Mayefty ol- 
‘*“ ten do it by Proclamation? and the only Way that 
‘“‘ either Houfe of Parliament can revive any Law, isby a 
‘ Refolution. Suppofe again that the Laws now in be- 
‘« ing are not fufficient to preferve us againft all Manner 
“ of undue Influence in Elections; we all know that a 
“new Law for amending and ftrengthening the old is not 
“fo eafily contrived, not fo eafily paffed; it requ;res 
“ fome Time to confider the Laws now in being, to if- 
‘< cover their Defects, to find out the Methods of evad*ng 


“ them, and to contrive proper Precautions againft fu'ch 
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*< ons; all this requires Time, and when this is done 


. 


é< 


we are not fure that the other Houfe will join with 
usin Opinion, we are not fure that the King will 


Confent to what both Houfes have agreed to. In the 


mean Time, is it not very proper, may it not be abfo. 
lutely necefary to endeavour to put fome Check to 
the growing Evil? There have, ’tis true, been ma- 
ny {Laws lately paffed for regulating the Elections in the 
other Houfe, and for preventing Cofruption asto them 
but has there ever any one been paffed in the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain, for regulating the Elections of 
the 16 Peers for Scot/and ? Does not that Election de- 
pend only upon the Common Law, and upon that Act 
of the laft Scotti/ Parliament, by wbich the Manner 
of electing thofe Peers was regulated? Suppofe that 
Act to be fufficient for guarding againft Corruption, yet 
it is now fo long ago that it may be, and, in my Opini- 
on, it is very proper to revive it: Bnt, my Lords, it 
is plain that the Election of thofe 16 Peers és not ful- 
ly regulated, nor the Evils of Corruption fufficientl 
guarded againft, either by the Common law or by that 
Act of the Scott;/> Parliament : the very Committee we 
are now in fhews the contrary : Your Lordthips would 
never have agreed to the going into this Committee, 
if you had thought that no Regulation or Amend- 
ment was neceflary: we are all fenfible of the Defici- 
ency, but we have not yet, it feems, fallen upon a pro- 
per Method to make up that Deficiency ; and till that | 
can be done, let us do what is now in our Power ; 
let us agree to the Refolution propofed. It will ar leaft 
juitify this Houfe to the World: if ever fthere was a 
undue Influence made nfe of at that Election, 
there fhall be any fuch at the next Election, it will 
fhew thatthe Majority of this Houfe were innocent ; 
it will fhew that we endeavourd to provide againft it as 
foon as we could. | 
“© What is now progofed is far from being an Indigni- 
ty offered to his Majefty, that the very pretending 
that it is fo,.or that his Majefty would take it 2s fach, 
is one of the greateft Indignities that can he offered to 
him. Can it be thought that this Houfe is fo fhort- 
fighted as never to provide egcinft an Evi} before 1t is 
fallen upon us? The very pretending to think fo of 


this Houfe, or cfeither Houfe of Parliament, 1s in 
my 
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«« my, Opinion a very high Indignity to both : Can it be 
“ thought that his Majefty would look upon any Provifion 
“ made by either Houfe of Parliament for the fateguard 
“ of our Conftitution, as an Indignity offered to him ? No 
‘‘ my Lords, every wife King, fuch as his Majefty is, 
“© muft be heartily engaged in the Prefervation of our 
“ Conftitution becaufe ifany Wrong be done, he is juftifi- 
*‘ ed by the very Nature of our Conftitution, his§Minifters 
and evil Counfellors only are to bear the Blame. This 
‘¢ indeed may make wicked Miunifters endeavour to over- 
“ turn our Conftitution ; but a juft and a wife King will 
‘€ always join with his Parliament in preventing the bad 
«« Effects of Evil Counfellors, as well as bringing them to 
condign Punifhment. 

« Was it, my Lords, ever pretended that the late 
« King looked upon the Peerage Bill I have now men- 
“ tioned as an Indignity offered to him? Might it not 
‘< have then been faid, that the paffing of fuch a Bill 
“ would have made the World fuppofe that his late Ma- 
«« jefty had made fome unjuft ufe of the Prerogative of 
“the Crown in the Creation of Peers? Might not this, 
«“ T fay, have beeu pretended with as much Juftice as to 
“pretend now, that our coming to the Refolution pro- 
“ pofed will make the World believe, that his prefent 
‘© Majefty has countenanced, or at leaft fuffered fome 
‘© wicked Practices to be made ufe of in the Eleé@tion of 
“ the 16 Peers for Scotland ? Every one of your Lord- 
“thips muft fee that there was then as mnch Ground 
‘‘ for the one Pretence, as there is now forthe other: 
“ Vet fo far was his Majefty from harbouring any 
“ Thought that an Indignity was thereby offered to him, 


*‘ that he approved of the Bul before it was brought 


“ into this Houfe. He not only approved of that Bill, 
‘“‘ my Lords, but he made ufe of an Expreffion which 
“ ought never to be forgot; an Expreffion which ought 
‘¢ to be, whichalways will be remembred by every true 
Britox : He told his Minifters, Gentlemen, confider 
“what may be wanting for the Security of your Confeitution ; 
“for whatever may be thought fer that 
“am realy to confent to. And as his prefent Mayefty in- 
‘“ herits the Crown of his Father, fo I know he inherits 
‘all thofe good Qualities, which fhone forth with fo 
“ much Loftre in him. Therefore my Lords, we are 


‘not in the leat to fufpect that his prefent Mayefty will 
look 


* 
> _ 
A 


H 

| 

| 
| 

4 


«‘ look upon this Refolutiou, or any Refolution we can 
“< come to, for preventing 16 minifterial Peers being al- 
«< ways forced in upon us from Scotland, as an Indignity 
<< offered to him. 
‘© Asthe Propofition now before us cannot be thought to 
be anIndignity offered tothis Majefty’s Government, fo 
<< neither can it be thought any fort of Affront to the 
«¢ Peerage of Scot/and: Onthe contrary, every Man of 
‘<< Honour, asall the Peers of that Nation are, muft take it 
<< as a Piece of the utmoft Regard that can be fhewedto 
«< hem: It is not eafily to be prefumed, that any of the 
<< prefent Peers of Scot/and can be byaffed by Bribery, by 
‘c Threats, or by Promifes ; but neither we, nor they, 
<< cau tell what Sort of Men their Pofterity may be; 
«* nor can any Man certainly conclude, that every one of 
“¢ fuch a great Number of Men, will have Virtue enough 
to withftand the great Temptations, in which an enter- 
«< prifing Minifter, fole Mafter of the Ear of his Matter, 
<¢ may be abe to throw in their Way ; and therefore ail 
«< that is, or can be defigned by the prefent Motion, is, to 
<< prevent them or their pofterity, from heing led into 
<< ‘Temptation ; and to put it out of the Power of any 
“ Minifter to make any of the prefent or future Peers of 
<< Scotland fuffer for§thcirZadhering ftrictly to the Rules 
«¢ of Hononr and Virtue : The pretence for this affront 
<¢ is built upon the fame fandy Foundation with the for- 
¢¢ mer : it is built upon the Suppofition, that this Houfe 
can never think of providing againft an Evil, ‘till it 
‘“< has actually happened: But to me, my Lords, it 18 
«¢ fomething more extraordinary to ask in this Cafe , why 
<< fhould the Peers of Scot/and he thus particularly diftinguifb- 
<< ed romthe other Peers of Great-Britain? Te it pofible to 
<< make a Queftion of this? does not every Man at firtt 
“« fight fee, that the Peers of Scot/and are, by the very 
<< Nature of our Conftitution, diftinguifhed from the other 
«< Pesrs of Great-Britain ? Is there any other Peer ol 
«© Great-Britain who has any thing to do with Elections? 
“cI muft then leave it to your Lordfhips to confider, 
<< how odd it would have looked, to have propofed fuch 
*< a Refolution in general Terms: If it had been prop9o- 
<< fed in general Terms, it muft have run thns, That the 
“< giving or promifing any Sum of Moncy or other Reward 
** to any Peer of Great Britain for giving his Vote at ary 
Eledion, was @ bigh if it had been 
_propofed 
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“ propofed in fuch ‘Terms, would not every Man, who 
“ knows any Thing of our Conftitution, have had Rea- 
“ fon to have laughed at fuch a Propofition ? 

«© Without Doors, my Lords, there are Sufpicions 
“ that fome of the former Elections of Scotti/h Peers have 
‘« proceeded from undue Influence: We of this Houfe 
«are, and have been perfonally acquainted with moft of 
“ the Peers of Scot/2znd, we know their Honour and their 
“ Integrity, and therefore we conclude, that there is no 
“ Ground tor fuch Sufpicions ; but thofe who have not 
« had the Honour of a perfonal Acquaintance with them, 
_ « muft judge from Events; and notwithftanding what a 
4 noble Lord was pleafed to fay about the Election of the 
«16 Peers for Scot/and in the latter End of the Reign of 
“ Queen Anne, it muft appear a little odd to thofe who 
‘‘ are not particularly acquainted with the Hiftory of that 
“ Time: A great Majority of the Scotti) Peers had 
‘‘ but a few Years before agreed to the Union, by which 
“ the Proteftant Succeffion was eftablifhed in that King- 
“dom; andto fee that a great. Majority of the fame 
‘. Men (for there could not be any great Change by 
‘« Death in that Time) fhould fo foon after join together 
‘in undermining that Proteftant Succeffion muft, I fay, 
“my Lords, appear a little extraordinary to the Gene- 
“ rality of Mankind : They will not belive, that two fuch 
‘‘ contrary Events could proceed from the fame Caufe, 
‘“< and therefore they will be apt to conclude, that there 
-‘ was fome foul Play in one, or perhaps in both. 

“To pretend, my Lords, that a whole Body of Men 
“will naturally intereft themfelves fo paffionately and fo 
“ zealoufly in the Difpute about the Wifdom and Up- 
_“ rightnefs of the Meafures of any Minifter or Muinifters, 

‘as to facrifice thereto all Ties of Blood, all Ties of 
‘* Gratitude, Friendfhip, and Acquaintance, 1s really 
‘“ fome Thing very new. It is well known, that fuch a 
“ fervent Zeal never takes Place but in the Time of, or 
“in the prelude to a civil War; and God forbid it fhould 
“ever be in the Power of any Minifter to involve this 
‘ Nation in fuch a Calamity, for the fake of juftifying 
‘“‘ his Meafures: Even in the Time of civil Wars, it has 
‘< often happened, that private and perfonal Friendfhips 
“ have fubfifted tothe very laft, between publick Ene- 
““ mies: How then can it be fuppofed, that any Lord of 


** Scotland fhould, at the next, or at any future Election, 
naturally 
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** naturally agree to leave out of his Lift of 16 Peers, 
“* fome Lords who are hisnear Relations, his old Friends, 
“* and his great Benefactors, and fill up their Room with o. 
*¢ thers, who are no way related to him, with whom he 
never had any intimate Acquaintance, from whom he 
never received any Favour: That this, my Lords, 
“¢ fhould be a natural Effe@t, or that it fhould proceed 
“< from a furious Zeal for or againft the Meafures of the 
Admuiniftration, is impoffible to conceive ; and there. 
«* fore, if any of the noble Lords we have now among 
“‘ us, whofe Zeal for the Proteftaut Succeflion cannot be 
‘< doubted of or exceeded ; who I know to be related to 
“¢ many of the noble Families in Scotdand; who I know 
“< to be intimately acquainted with many of the prefent 
“° Peers of that Kingdom; who I know to have done 
“* great Favours to many of them, and whofe Capacity 
*< and Services are known to the whole World ; If fuch, 
‘* Ifay, thould at the enfuing Eleétion be left out, and 
** others chofen in their ftead, who are related to few 
‘© of the Peers of Scotland, who are acquainted with 
“< few of them, who have never been Benefactors to any 
** of them, and whofe Capacity fhall be found not to be 
«© near equal to the Capacity of thofe left out; I thall 
be very apt to conclude, I am afraid the Generality of 
«¢ Mankind will conclude, that this was not the Effect of 
an honourable and free Election. 

*¢ I fhall admit, my Lords, that Bribery and Corrup- 
“< tion in the Election of the Members of the other 
‘< Houfe, has been often proved at their Bar; J wifhit 
“© had been as often proved as it has been prattifed ; I 
‘¢ fhall admit that this was 2 Reafon, tho’ not the only 
‘« Reafon for their taking the Alarm: But, my Lords, 
‘< we find that they have lately taken the Alarm, and 
*< have done what they could to prevent a Pra¢tice which 
<< has never yet been proved at the Bar of that Houfe: 
** So far as Ican remember, it was never yet proved at 
‘< the Bar of that Houfe, or fo much as alledged in the 
“© Houfe, that any particular Member, after he was cho- 
«< fen and returned, had been influenced in his Way of 
** voting in that Houfe by Bribes, Penfions, Threaten- 
*< ings, or Promifes; and yet againft this Practice they 
‘«< have, I think, moft juftly taken the \larm, and have 
“ feveral times feat upa Bill to this-Houfe for preventing 


“* that Practice: Therefore, if we follow the Example 
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« of the other Houfe, we are not always to wait till 4 
« pernicious Practice has been proved at our Bar. In 
“ private Life a Man may be long juftly fufpected before 
“he can be openly accufed of a Crime: and as high 
« Crimes are carried on in the moft fecret Manner, they 
“ are lefs lable to be difcovered, and may therefore be 
“ carried on for many Years, before fuch a Proof can be 
« had, as may enable either the Publick, or any private 
“ Man, to commence a Profecution. Shall a private 
“ Man neglect to fecure the Doors and Windows of his 
“ Houfe, becaufe no Thieves had ever attempted to en- 
“ter? If he does fo, my Lords, the Thie.es will pro- 
“ bably enter ; and after they are entered, he may per- 
“ has find ita very difficule Matter to get them out a+ 
“ gain, till they have robb’d the Houfe of every Thing 
“ that is valuable. In like Manner, are we to neglect to 
“ fecure this Houfe againft Corruption, becaufe we can- 
“not as yet pofitively fay that it has ever endeavoured 
“toenter ? My Lords, if we don’t in time fecure ail the 
“* Avenues to this Houfe againft fuch a cunning Betrayer, 
“it will be impoffible for us to keep him out. And ii he 
‘once enter, it will be abfolutely it impoflible for us to 
“turn him out, till he has robb’d jus of that precious 
“Jewel, the Liberty of our Country, which has always 
“been, and always muft}be left in the keeping of the 
“two Houfes of Parliament ; for Iam very well aflured, 
that it will for ever be impoffible to prove at the Bar 
“of this Houfe the Practice of Corruption, to the Con- 
‘“ viction of thofe who have got their Seats here by the 
Means of Corruption. 
‘““ Upon hearing this new fort of Doétrine broached in 
this Houfe, I cannot, my Lords, but reflect with deep 
“ Concern upon an Obfervation made upon our Country, 
‘© by a French Gentleman who was taken with the Mar- 
thal Ta//ard at the Battle of Hockf#edt, and was aiter- 
‘© wards feveral Yearsa Prifoner in Exg/and- When he 
“returned to France, he was giving an Account of his 
“ Obfervations upon England, and among the reft he told 
“his Company, that the Englif> had 4 Thing among 
“them which they called a Nuifance ; that 1s, Gentle, 
“men, fays he, any thing that is offenfive to the Ne:wh- 
“ bours, or that may probably do a Mifchief to the Paf- 
“ fengers : For removing of Things of this Nature, the 
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Englife have very good Laws ; but fo mdolent'No neg- 
ligent are thofe People, that they feldom or ever think 
of removing a Nuifance till it has done fome notable 
Mifchief. An Example of this kind happened in the 


* Neighbourhood where I was quartered: ‘There was in 


a By-road a Timber-bridge upon a very deep River ip 
that Neighbourhood ; and foon after I arrived there, 
2 large Hole happened to be broke through the Middle 
of that Bridge ; I pafled that. Way, I obferved the 
Hole, I took Notice of it to all the Gentlemen in 
the og I repaffed feveral times that Way, 


ftill the Hole was there, and daily grew bigger ; it 


continued fo for many Months: The Laws were ful- 
ficient for removing this Nuifance, for enforcing the Re- 
paration of this Bridge, but no Man would be at the 
Pains to put them in Execution: At laft an unfortu- 
nate Gentleman, of fome Diftinétion, paffing that Way 
in a dark Night, his Horfe ftumbled into this Hole, 
fell through, was drowned, and the Gentleman him- 
felf much Hurt. Then the Juftices of the Peace met, 
and immediate Orders were given for repairing the 
Bridge: I do not know but the Gentleman found Means 
to recover the Value of his Horfe, but no Man could 


‘ make Reparation to him for the Pain he endured. This 


my Lords, was the French Gentleman’s Obfervation 
upon our Country, and really what I have this Day 
heard from fome noble Lords, who oppofe this Moti- 


on, makes me begin to think it was juit. But .let us 


confider, my Lords, that if we make no Provifion i 
the Cafe now before us, if we leave this Hole unmend- 
ed, till that which is the Support of our Conftitution, 
a free Election, has fallen through, it will be impot- 
fible to prevent our Conititutions talling through at the 
fame Time ; and both muft certainly perifh in that 
naufeous Gulph of Corruption. 


_“* For this Reafon, my Lords, I hope, I muft beg that 


~ 


gatize may not be but upon the Refolution now 
propofed ; if a Negative fhould be put upon it, if it 
thould be even but delayed, 1 fhall moft heartily with 
the Motion had never been made ; for it will be a Fout- 
cation tor fo much Triumph to the Dealers in Corrupi!- 
cm, any there be; it will caft fuch a Damp upon “4 
iuture sittempts sgainft Corruption, that fam 
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« the Practice will foon come to be barefaced in every 
Pert of our Confiitution. 


(Zo be continued.) 
Extract from the CRAFTsMAN. 


Mr. D’Anvers Jef Paper confifts of a Letter to him/elt 
from one of his Correfpondents, whofe Epiftles we have 
Jome Reafons to believe, have hitherto been pretty much 
taken notice of. We (hall lay an Abftra&t of this Piece be- 
fore our Readers ; it contains fome Matter of fact, which 
may probably enough have flipped out of mo People Me- 
mories; tho’ right underflanding of them feems abfo- 
lutely Neceflary, to give us a@ true Notion of the Prejent 
Scituation of Affairs. | 


D’ANVERS, 
SUR. 


OME time ago I fent you a Letter, in Defence of a 

certain great Miniffer, which you did me the Juftice 
toinfert in your Paper. Having fince received fome par- 
ticular Favours from that Gentleman, and finding you per- 
feyere in the fame Courfe of Defamation, 1 think it my 
Duty to throw in tother Mite, and muft once more rely 
on your Impartiality for making it publick. 

Nothing hath furprized me fo much of late as the gene- 
tal Concurrence of all Parties in lamenting the prefent 
State of our foreign Affairs ; for netwithftanding your 
Drollery on our /ate Treaties, and little Witticifms on the 
tuo noble Brothers, who have had the Honour to conduct 
them, I will undertake to defend both our Negotiators and 
our .Vegotiations, and prove the Abilities of oné from the 
Effects of the «ther. 

There cannot be a greater Mark of true politica/ Wif- 
Com than the Choice of proper Means to attain the Erd, 
which a Man propofes to Himfelf. Let us therefore en- 
quire what was the great End, which our two Brothers had 
Originally in View, and from thence judge whether it hath 
been wifely purfued. 

Now, if We look back to the Year 1725, it will ap- 
pear that the Defign of thee Gent/emen was to reduce the 

ower of the Houfe of Azfria, which was then become 
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formidable to Exrope, by its Acquifitions in the late War, 
and hath farther ftrengthen’d it felf by an Allyance with 
the Crown of Spain. Befides, our Miafers had the Sa. 
gacity to difcover feveral private Articlesin this A//yence, 


by which it was flipulated, amongft other Things, to de- 


firoy our Trade both to the Faf# and Wef Indies, to 
wreit Gifraltar out of our Hands, and to place the Pre- 
tender upon the Throne of Great-Britain. Of. This, it 
feems, They had pofttive Intelligence, and Intelligence from 
acre than one Perfon, and fuch as could be intirely depen. 
eZupon. ‘The Ingratitude of this Return from the Empe. 
rer ior all our good Offices to him is very pathetically fet 
forth by the Author of the Fnguiry. 

The Ingratitude and even Breach of Faith in his Jmpe- 
rial Majcfy was farther illuftrated by Mr. a//rxgham, 
—+<* Had the antient Proverb of German Faith been infal- 
hible, a certain grcat Prince had granted an Jnveftiture, 
‘ which He once folemnly promifed, ona very valuable 
¢ Confideration, nor would He have expecied a Afillion 
Ster/ing, asarefrefhing Fee. - 

When fo much 7// U/age was join’d to the Confideration 
of that exorbitant Power, which the Houfe of Aufria had 
acquired by the Treaty of Urrecht, it was certainly the 
Duty of our Minifers to refent the ene and reduce the 
other ; for, as it is excellently obferved by a very eminent 
fland, * * Power is fluctuating ; and tho’ We did lend 
« the Empercr an helping Hand, We are not to let Him 
‘ do what He pleafes. When We fet Him up, it was good 
¢ Po''ticks ; and now it is equally good to take Him dows. 

As This, I fay, was the Duty of our Minifers, fo 
We fhall find by their fubfequent Meafures that it was rea 
ly their intention. The frit Step They took, for this 
Purpofe, was to concert a clofe Allyance and Conjunction 
with France ; which, being the natura! Rival of the 
Honufe of Aufria, was undoubtedly the moit proper Con- 
federate at fuch a Junétnre ; or, as another emsnent Au- 
thor expreffes it much better, “+ + it was thought the mott 
advifeable Step, for the common Gocd of both Nations, 
Cneanine England end Holland) that Enelend fhouid firft 
ftrengthen Herfelf by an Allyance with fome other com 
© fiderable Powers, whofe Intereft it is to check the /”- 
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t seria] Power; and as the Oppofition between the Em- 
‘ peror and France muft be conftant in all Junctures and 
‘ “vents, an Allyance with Freace was certainly the q 
© mot natural Allyance Exg/aad could have, in this Cafe. 7 

I need not give my feif any Trouble to prove that shis 
All ance had the defired Effect, and anfwered the Ends of 
the Negotiztors, by revivingthe Power of Frazce, and de- 
prefling that of the Emperor. It wou’d be needlefs, § 
fay, to prove This to You, Mr. D’ Anvers, who declaim- 
ed upon it for feveral Years together, and abus’d the two 
ncble Brothers that Account. 

Thus far then it is clear, beyond Difpute, that our M7- 
nifiers made ufe of proper Means to attain the End They 
hadin View ; but as the Emperor was ftill fupported by his 
Allyance with Spain, this End could not be compleatly 
accomplifhed, whilft that Union fubfifted. The next 
Point therefore to be gain’d was a Diffolution of tha? A/- 
lyance; and This was at length happily effected by the 
Treaty of Sevi//e, which the Author of the Britifh Four- 

ai very jaitly extoll’d as ¢ one of the beft good Fortunes, 
‘ which could befal this Nation. Here was the //ofer- 
* fring, faid He,and This We have touch’d with Succefs.”” 

Well then, it is acknowledged on both Sides that the 
Treaties of Hanover and Sevil/e were rightly calculated Ke 
to bring about the End propofed by the Negotiators ; . 
That 1s, as I have already proved, to humble the Pride io 
ot the Houfe of Aufria. But the principal Stipulation 
of the Sevi/le Treaty, relating to Don Carlo:, could not 
be but in Execution, without great Hazard and Expence, 
-againft the Emperor’s Confent ; and He was fo far from 
fhewing any fuch Difpofition, that He poured a nume- 
rous Army into /tz/y to prevent it. Here therefore was 
Occafion for another Caft of our Art, by negociating his 
Imperial Majeffy into Compliance, and making Him as it 
were the Inftrument of his own Humiliation. This 
likewife was effected by the laft Treaty of Vienna, which 
I look upon as one of the fineft Strokes of Policy, that 
any Age hath produced; for notwithftanding your Infi- 
nuations in the HaGuE LeT?TER and other Papers, 
that We lett France in the Lurch, upon this Occafion, 
I think the contrary manifeft from the Event ; and if any 
Body can be faid to have been left in the Lurch, it mutt 
be the Emperor, who hath hitherto proved the only Sa- 
Crifice, and been made the Scape-Goat of Europe. The 
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before They ,difcovered an Inclination to extend their 
Bounds, and having united themfelves to France, who 
had gain’d over the King of Serdinia to the fame Intereft, 
have verify’d Mr. Maziey’s Obfervation in the Bri- 
tifh Fournal, That a Prince in Poffeffion of Parma and 
Tufcany, affified by the Treafures, the Fleets and For- 
ces of Spain, might with the greatef Eafe fubdue the 
Auftrian Territories, Sicily, Milan aad Naples. In- 
deed, when He found it neceffary to contradict Him- 
felf, in order to juftify the Treaty of Sevi//e, as mentio- 
ned before, and the Confeguences of this|P ofition ftared Him 
full in the Face, He corrected Himfelf, and told us, * 
That if Spain fhould pr:fume to break the Bounds of 
Power in Italy, there are formidable Princes will rife 
an Oppofttion ; perhaps our felves. Who thefe for- 
midable Princes are, that He had then in his Eye, Iknow 
not ; but they have not yet thought fit to exert Them- 
felvyes, tho? ts now almoft two Years fince Spain began 
to break her Bounds in Italy ; and as for our felves, We 
have been fo far from rifing in Oppofttion, that We have 
not giventheEmperor the leaft A flit ince ; unlefs the fecond 
Armada at Spithcad, and our prefent exhortatory Nego- 
tiations abroad are to be look’d upon in this Light. Nay, !f 
at fhould be true as the Author of Polsticks on both Sides 
intimates, that We firft projected the Plan of Operations, 
which France and her A//ies are now executing in Jra/y, 
and afterwards encouraged his Jmpcrial Majeffy to oppofe 
the Election of King Staniffaus in Poland, which gave 
the French an Handle at leaft to make Way upon him ; 
if This, I fay, be true, it muft be own’d that the Scheme 
for reducing the Aufrian Power hath been carried on 
very fyftematically from firft to laft, and fully aafwered 
the Purpofe of '7hofe who concerted it. 


Extract from FoG’s-JouRNAL. 

The Effeds of Luxury and Effeminacy exemplified, in the 
Fate of the Romans, Perfians and Lydians. 

We frail lay before our Readers fach an ExtraG, as fpalt 


take in the moff material Things, which Mr. Fog /vy 
upon this Subje@. 


Fienever a Nation (fays Mr Fog) the Inhabitants 
of which were once famous for their publick Spiri‘, 
ther 
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their Love of Liberty, for Plainnefs in their Manners, 
and Sincerity in all their Dealings fhall be obferved to 
fink and degenerate from all fuch Praétices, and that 
Luxury, Effeminacy, Fraud, and Tricking fhall be coun- 
tenanced, fhall grow into a Fafhion, and ufurp the Ver- 
tues firft named, a natural Curiofity will rife in a Man 
to look back into Hiftory, in order to examine what has 
been the Fate of other Commonwealths, where the like 
Changes have happened in the Cuftoms and Manners of 
the People. | 

Upon this Occafion the Example of the Roman Com- 
monwealth will firft prefent itfelf, the moft powerful as 
well as beft contrived for Duration, which loft its own 
Lilerties, and afterwards its Dominion over other Nations, 
by Luxury and Corruption. 

But let usexamine whether there are notother Examples 
of the fame Nature, for it the fame Effects have hitherto 
always happened from the fame Caufe:, we may conclude 
they will do fo fiill, and that the Commonwealth where 
thofe Vices are grown to a Height is ripe for Deftruction. 

Perfe which gained the Empire of the Eaft was at firft 
no more than a little Province of that Country, which was 
aiterwards, and is at this Day call’d Perfia.—-In the Time 
of Camly/es, Father of Cyrus the Great, it contained no 
more than twenty fix thoufand Men fit to bear Arms, fo 
that we may compute the whole Inhabitants, including old 
Men, Women andChildren, did not amount toa hundred 
Thoufand, which is not above a ninth or tenth Part of 
what the City of Lerdon contains at this Day, and yet this 
{mall Piece of Ground became the Head of a great Em- 
pire, and gave Laws to feveral Kingdoms vaftly fuperior 
to itfelf. 

But perhaps this will be no fuch great Wonder, when we 
confider the Cuftoms and Manners of that People, for the 
Hiftorians tell us, that all the Laws of that Country were 
contrived and framed with no other View than to promote 
the publick Good, it was a Thing altogether unheard ot 
there that publick Laws fhould be calculated for the Ad- 
vancement of fome Fa¢tion, or making fome overgrown 
Favourite and Flatterer fafe in his Power, and as the beit 
Laws are of little or no Ufe if they are not faithfully exe- 
cuted, which will certainly be the Cafe where Men are uot 
bred up to the Principles of Vertue, and of publick Spirit, 


the State for that Reafor had Regard to the Education of 
Youth, 
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Youth, and Parents were not there fuiiered to poifon the 
Minds of their Children by an all-placed Fonduels, and 
Bliadnefs to their Faults; for it is always feea thar too 
much Indulgence always {weils the Mina with Pride, makes 
young Perfons impatient of Contradicvuon, anc fit for no- 
thing but to indulge their irregular ; affions, which is the 
Source of all Corruption. 

Here the State did not only appoint the:r Matters and 
Inftructors, but alfo pointed out what they were to be in- 
ftructed in, their Exercifes, their Punifhments, nay their 
very Diet, that they might betimes acquire a Habit oi lem- 
perance and Sobriety, and beunder the lefs Lemptati of 
being feduced by Luxury. 

As in other Nations Youth are fent to Schools to learn 
J.anguages and Sciences, here they were feat to learn Ju- 
ftice ; and the Crime which was punith’d wich the greateft 
Severity was Ingratitude. 3 

It is plain that the Perfizns meant by thefe wife Regu-- 
lations to hinder the very Appearance and Growth of Evil, 
knowing, thatitis much more profitable to prevent Crimes, 
than to punifh them after they are committed. As 
in other States they think they do enough if they provide 
Punifhments for Criminals; in they orcered it fo, 
that there fhou’d be no fuch Thing a as Criminal, all the 
Males were divided into three Claffes, thofe under feventeen, 
which was the firft Clafs, were under the ‘Tuition of Ma- 
fiers and Inftructors; the fecond Clafs was of thofe above 
that Age, and under twenty feven, from thefe were chofea 
thofe who did the Duty of Militia, and guarded the 
Frontiers of the State, and watch’d the City, and alfo exe- 
cuted the Orders of the Magiftrates ; the third Clafs was 
of Men more advanced in \ ears, and from them were cho- 
fen the Generals of the Armies, as well as] .awgivers and 
Magiitrates, nor was it ever known that,any Perfon was 
elected to either of thefe Honours, that had not diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in all the three Claffes with Reputation. 

Craryjus King of Lydia, rich and luxurious, furrounded 
with an effeminate Court of Flatterers, trufting to the 
feeming Superiority of his Strength, was fo infatuated as 
to make War upon the Perfans while they were under fo 
wife and verruous a Government and Difeipline, but he 
found to his Coft, that Wealth which is fometimes very 
fately call’d the Sinews of War, is a poor Defence, when 
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it is in the Pofféffion of luxurious and corrupt People, for 
he joft both his Dominions and Liberty, and died in Cap- 
tivity. 

as the Perfans preferv’dthefe excellent Cuftoms, 
fo long did they preferve their Liderty and their Empire, 
which was not quite two hundred and fifty Years rec- 
koning from the Death of Cyrus the Great, for they 
dwindled away by degrees foon after, and were fo fallen 
off from Vertue, that fcarce they were known to be 
the fame People ———— ‘Their Decay and Rui are attri- 
buted to 

A Luxury in their Way of Living, 

A Servile Refpect and Compliance to Power and Great- 
nefs. And | 

The bad Education of their Princes, vvhich is a Source 
of all Mifchief. 

Luxury and Effeminacy take the Mind off from every 
Thing. that is Great or Nob/e, and it is obferv’d that the 
Paffions of Men who are tainted with thofe Vices, are 
engaged upon nothing but Triffes. IfI fhould fee Perfons 
of an eminent Rank pafs their Lives among Dancers and 
Mujficians, if 1 fhould obferve that they are capable of 
thinking or talking of Nothing e//e ;a nd that they intereft- 
ed themfelvyes more in an Emulation betwixt two Singers, 
than in the Fate of their Cousrry, what Veneration could 
4 _ for Laws or Counfels that came from fuch Fidling 

COWS, 


Extract from the LON DON-JOURNAL. 
The CharaGer of the Authors of the Craft{man. 


HE Authors in the Craft/man, talk more like Bed- 

/amitesthan Logicians ; they rave, not reafon; they 
rail, not argue ; they write /ike mad, and fay any thing 
and nothing ; for they affirm, That the mere Uje of Power 
4S Corruption ; that whoever acts tor the King, or ferves 
the Government, is a Slave ; and, that all the Members of 
the Houfe of Commons, who hold Places under the Govern- 
ment, are bribed and corrupted, and efablifbing Slavery by 
w. But, what do our corre Logicians mean ? Power 1s 
hot Corruption; nor is the U/e of Power, Corruption; but 
fuch @ Ule only as tends to fubvert Liberty, or weaken the 
Foundation of Property. And yet tho’ the Gowernmen 
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hath always acted within the Limits of the Confitution, and 
inviolably preferved our Rights and Privileges, all who 
defend /uch a juff Exercife of Power, are called abandoned 
firelings, and fworn Enemies of Truth, Liberty, and Vir- 
tue, with other opprobious Names, borrowed from th 
Dregs of the People, and #00 unclean to be copied. | 

That Courts may make a wrong Ufe of Power is very 
true, and fo many @// Governments, and ai] Men ; but yet 
we muft have Governments, and thofe Governments mut 
haye Power. If Government is neceffary and reafonable, 
then mere ferving a Government cannot be Corruption; 
nor can holding Places under the King iacapacitate a Man 
for ferving the People, unlefs the Service of the King and 
People are incompatible ; which is fo far from being true, 
‘that ‘tis much better for the People, that fome of the 
Gentlemen who ferve the Ayng, both in a Civil and Mr- 
d:tary Capacity, fhould be chofen to ferve them: Their 
Liberties are more fecure, by having Perfons in the bighef 
Truf under the King Reprefentatives of them, than they” 
would be, if all who are thought worthy to ferve the 
Ainz, fhould be cat off, and eb/olutely difabled trom repre- 
fertiag them. ot 


Extract from the DaArLy-COURANT. 


Mr. Walfingham concludes bis Paper wrth a long Quotation 


from the learned Lord Bacon, in Defence of the Lord 
Burleigh. | 


é ber E Fame of the Lord Treafurer Bur/eigh hath been 
fo well eftablifhed by the Confent of Ages, as ren- 
ders any particular Panegyrick upon him altogether need- 
lefs. The Merits of this Great Man gives a Luftre toathe 
Reign under which he directed the Councils of this King- 
dom ; and it is to the Glory of his excellent Sovere'gn 
that fhe retained him fo long in her Service, fupporting 
him againft his Enemies, and extending her Favour to his 
Chidren. As he had diftinguifhed himfelf by fincere At- — 
tachment to her, even whilft her Succeffion was doubtful, 
fhe employed him in her moft weighty Affairs though the 
Courfe of her /ong and bep’y Reign ; where fhe juftified 
the Wifdom of her Choice by the Steddinefs of her Fa- 
vour, and fhewed her Gratitude for worthy Service, by de- 


deating all the Factions which contrived his Ruin. We 
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We are taught, in a /ate Craft/man, that the Meafures 
of the prefent Reign, or Miniftry, gave Bur/eigh, Unea- 
finefs in another World. It 1s difficult, indeed, to 
come at dead Men’s Sentiments ; but it is not fo hard to 
difcern that if this dead Minifer was now living, and in 
Power, his Meafures would receive the very fame Ufage : 
And this may be proved, becaufe whilft he did live, they 
actually fuffered fuch Ufage. 

In thofe Days when his Fortunes were invidious, the 
Offices which he difcharged, the Honours which had been 
conferred upon him, the Wea/:h which he had acquired, 
tae Provifions which were made for his Family, and the 
“ Great Houle which he had built, were ftanding Topicks 
of Clamour againft him. It was faid that he was Tree/u- 
rer, that his Son was Secretary of State, and that thereby 
all Bufinefs, both Foreign and Domeftick, was eogroffed 
and managed by Him and his Relations: From a private 
Gentleman he had rifen to wear the Order of the Garter, 
and gained the Peerage of his Family. But, after all thefe 
Suggeitions to the Rage and Envy of Mankind, he re- 
mained unblemifhed in his Character, unfhaken in 
Power; and the Induftry of Malice could fcarce have 
given Life to Obloquy, or left a Monument of Slander a- 
gainft him, had it not been through the Apologies of his 
Friends, who preferved fome of thefe Libels in thofe 
Writings which reproved them. | 

The moft Jearned Lord Bacon was the Author of one of 
thefe Anfwers to his Accufers ; and hath left, for the 
Amufement of After-Ages, a Specimen of thofe Reproaches, 
which bad Men were wicked enough to devife againft the 
ableft and worthieft Minifter that ever feryed this Coun- 


try. | 
The State of LITERATURE 


We have received the following Letter from Joba Wil- 
liam:, Efg; io which Mr. Hagard, and Mr. Corbett, are 
charged with fuch plain Matter of Fad# ; that we cannot 
help faying, we think it incumbent on them to fatisfy 
the World that there is fuch a Man as their pretended 
Author Mr. Williams of Kenfington; or to acquaint the 
Publick how they came to prefix fuch a NVg@me to the 


Jranrflation of the Hiffory of O/man. ta 
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To the Authors of the BE E. 


GENTLEMEN, 


am certainly oblig’d to you, for the favour of inferting 

both my Letters againff the Proprietors of the Tranfla- 
tion of the Hiffory of Oilman ; nor am I lefs thankful for 
your kindne/s in publifbing their Anfwer to my fir? ; becaufe 
you thereby give me an opportunity of more fully reciting the 
matter of Fact, which, I hope, wi/l convince you and the 
Publick that 1 have not made this Stir without any Founda- 

When I firff their Advertifement, 7 smmediately 
fent my Servant with a Letter to Mr. Hazard; the purport 


{g of which, to the bef of my Remembrance, was, that ‘ Ihad 
feen an Advertifement of a Book entituled the Hiftory of 
a ‘ Ofman I. tranflated by a Name-fake of mine, and printed 
ae ‘« for @ Name-fake of his; that I was no ways concern’d 
therein, but be was, I defir'd to know where the Author 
liv’ a.’ If this be not the purport of my Letter, he ts 


at liberty to publifo what was. My Servant brought me 
word, that Mir. Hazard laveh’d and faid, * be did not 
fy * know who the Author was, but he would ask his Father, 
and if I fent the next Morning, I fhould have an Anfwer. 
a Accordingly I fent again next Day, and my Servant deliver- 
ed the Meffage to Mr. Hazard Senior him/e/f, who replyed, 
* what does be fent to me for ? there are more conce wd be- 
«fide me.” On which bis Son, being prefent, anfwered, 
* becaufe betknows us, Sir, and may be don’t know any 
‘ of the ref.” Then faid the Father, ‘ give my Service 
* to your Mafter and tell him, / dont know ; 1 bought my 
foare of another of the Proprietors.’ 
Upon this my Wife went next Day to Mr. Corbett, with 
the fame Meffage, adding that fhe bad a Coufing German of 
that Name (as we really have ncw at Brufiels) whom fhe 
thought to be out of England, and as be might be return'd, 
unknown to ber, fhe defir’d be wou'd inform her where the 
Mr. Williams, mention'd in the Advertifement, was to be 
found ?— His rep’y wes, that © be really did not know 
* where he lode’d.’ Whereupon fhe told him, he had given 
the very fame Anfwer \'r. bad done the Bay before ; 


wat 

Sp. 


to which be return'd, that * Mr. Hazard did not know biw, 
* nor did ary other of the Proprietors; for be boug phn: 
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Copy bimfclf, and what fhare the had, they purchas'd 
cof him; but, continued he, * I believe I fhaill fee him to 
‘Night, and if you will tell me your Name, I'll acquaint 
© him with what you fay ; and then, if you call upon me 
‘to Morrow, I'll let you know further.’—She left her Name ; 
and, thinking it then needlefs to go to any other of the Pro- 
rietors, promis'd to wait om him next Day. According! 

fhe did, when Mr. Corbett, without any regard to her Sex, 
cave him/elf abundance of violent Airs, ‘and feem'd to be 
ina very great Huff; [id the Author bade him tell her, 
‘ he knew nothing of her, and no-body at all had any Bufinefs 
‘ to enquire after bim.’ Nor, continu’d Mr. Corbett, * fhall 
‘you, or your Husband in the Fleet, knaw where he Lives ; 
‘tho’ I find Mr. Williams has made a great Rout about 
‘ what does no way concern him” —She took no Notice of his 
behaviour ; but urg’d that fhe was fure Iwovld have fatif- 
fied any Gentleman upon fuch an Occafion. * That’s very 
‘ /tkely, fays Mr. Corbett; dat bis Circumflances are fo 
‘had, that I believe he don't care to let any body know 
‘where be is..—She affered him I wou'd make no other ufe 
of the Information than to fatisfy my curiofity, and that the 
Author needed not to fear coming into any trouble by comply- 
ing with my Requef?. At length, finding that fhe might as 
well preach to the Wind, as to a mere Bookfeller, fhe de- 
clar'd my Sufpicion that the Proprietors of Ofman /ad 
tiken the liberty to borrow my Name, and therefore, if they 
did not produce [uch a Perfon as John Williams, E/7; 
be oblie’d to Advertize that the Book was no Performance 
of mine. © He told her,’ * I might if I would, but then I muft 
‘ expec? Mr, Williams (bis pretended Author) wou'd ferve 
me as good a turn; adding many Scurrilous Expreffions, 
which | foall not trouble you with the repetition of 

Far from being fcar'd at his Tremoundous Menaces, I im- 
mediately drew up an Advertifement, with a firm Refolution 
to do my (elf Juftice, as well as ferve the Publick, in expo- 
fing fo'Flagitious an A@ion. However, 1 waited awhile to 
fee whether any Gentleman would either come or fend to me, 
to vindicate them from the Accufation, which they have not 
even yet clear'd themfelves of ; but no-body appearing im 
their behalf, I fent my Advertifement to the Daily Adver- 
tifer, who refufed to take it in: And the Printer of the Daily 
Poft, znd London Evening-Poft, after be had kept it from 
Saturday to Monday, to foow the Proprietors of thofe Pa- 


Pers, dofired to have it @ longer time for the 
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the Proprietors of the Book, as if they had not already feen 
at, or wou'd give their Confent thereto when they did? In 
foort, Leafily percetved their Defign of procraftinating its 
Pablication at leaf till the Book came out, and therefore 
4 fent it to the Craftfman (whom I heartily thank for bis 
Fuftice to me in inferting and printed five hundred to 
be difpers'd. 

Soon after, Mr. Curl cali'd upon me, with Mr. Sparrow ; 
and, not totire you with a tedious Recital of the whole 
Dialogue which pafs'd between us, be he came to ferve 
me; and accordingly gave me an Account that the faid Gen- 
tleman had been employ’d by him to tranflate the Hittory 
of Ofman I. that there was as much done as he had paid 
three Guineas for ; but finding that Mr. Corbett and 
the reft of the prefent Proprietors were g@hbout the fame 
Work, and that their Tranflationwas in agreater Forward- 
nefs, rather than clafo with bis Brother Bookfellers, hea- 
greed for a Guinea and a halt to refign his Copy to them. 
This very likly has beena great Advantage to the Book; 
for Mr. Curl further declared that Mr. Corbett had done 
st bimfelf : To which Mr. Sparrow replyd, « Ha! bow 
* fhould He have a Knowledge of the French Tongue?” 
«Why, fays Mr. Curl, by the Help of Dictionaries, or 
one thing or another,” which that Gentleman fhook bis 
Head and could not forbear {miling —— J fhould bave told 
you that Mr. Curl, at bis Entrance, provided one of my 
Advertifements, which, he faid, Mr.Corbett put into bis 
Hand, telling him toat the Sneer was altogether levell'd at 
him ; apon which 1 took Mr. Curl (for be would not tell 
me bis Name for fome time after he came in) to be one 
of the prefent Proprietors, and the Gentleman for my Namé 
Sake, the pretended Author, till Mr, Curl gave the above 
Jaformation, which I am inclined to credit, becaue be 
brought a Gentleman with bim to confirm it. 

What immediately followed this, 1 think, was my writ- 
ang the Letter, which you did me the Favour to publifh in 
your BEE ; wherein, if I was @ little too fevere upon Book- 
feliers in general, J am forry the ili Treatment feveral of 
my Friends, as well as my /elf, have met with from many 4 
them ; and efpecially the late Abufe offered me, which now 
but gracele/s \len can defend, foould burry. me to ufe the 
Hord general infead of mott: But there is no Rule witt- 
eat an Exception; I muff do fo much Fuflice to a tew par 


ticular Book/ellers as to cwn there are fome, (rare aves 
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terra) who, I believe, would not be guilty of fo mean, 
fo detefable an Action I Complain of ; certainly therefore, 
they are the more valuable: But the Proprietors of the. 
Hifory of Ofman I. alias the Life of Ofman the Great, alias 
«the Life of Ofmond the Great, (under which three diffe- 
rent Titles the Book has been advertis’d) muff excufe me sf 
I think they are not of the Number ; e/pectally after their 
repeated in fubferibing my Name to 
Letter again#i{ Myfelt. 

However, I thought it prudent to fufpend my Reply tll 
was fully aflured of that Particular, by fending to Keniington 
in quefe of what? —— for 20 johu 
Williams, was foand to refide there; tho’ Enquiry 
wes made at all the publick Houfes, Shops, and privete 
Houfes where Lodgings are let, through the whole Town, 
and all over Kenfington-Gravel-Pits, as far as the Turn- 
pike: Every Body enguir’d of faid « they knew no fuch 
« Perfon in the Place; and feveral were fo good to pro- 
they make it their Buftnefs to fearch all the Pa- 
rifo round, and, if they found him, I fhould hear from 
them in avery few Days; for they did indeed believe the 
Bookfellers had put a Trick upon me. AWeek is fisce e- 
laps'd, in which Time I have not bad any Intelligence of 
Montieur Invifible, and therefore muff conclude him noa 
ele inventurum. There are indeed feveral Perfons in Ken- 
fington, whofe Chrifian Names only differ from mine ; fer , 
ticularly one, a@ Gardener, who never bufted bimfelf ix 
tranflating any thing but Plants, Roots, €8c. and ancther 
who keeps a publick Houfe there, at the Sign of the Duke 
of Ormond on Horfeback, who, it feems, is a downright 
hone/t Man, and very likely was never guilty of writing @ 
Romance in bis Lif. 

Having given a brief Account of this Affair, with the 
utmoft regard to Truth, which my Witneffes upon proper 
Occafions can make Oath of, I might bere obferve many 
Things to corroborate the Relation; but chufe rather to 
leave the whole to be canvaffed by the Fudicious, to whofe 
Decifion I pfhall readily fubmit. 

er me now, Gentlemen, to take notice of the abupue 
Anfcver to my firft Letter; on which I muff firft obferve that 
it is pretended to come from the real Author of the Tranila- 
tion of the Life of Ofman the Great, when the Jmpofitios 
complain’ d of, was, their affixing my Name te that of 


the Hiftory of Ofman I. Ge. (viz the rs 
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of the Turks, and the Empre/s Aphendina Afhada, as i 
appear’d in the Daily seg Res the 18th U/t.) So that J 
find the Proprietors have either Fathered another ork upon 
me, or vamp'd up their old Title to deceive the Publick. 
In another part of their Letter they callit OSMANS ; and, 
after they bad altered the Title, pretcnd that my Accujati- 
on happens to be a grofs Mifake Omagna vis veritatis ! 
dt happens indeed that they have made ufe of this mean 
Shift to evade it ; but fure it would have been more to their 
Credit, as well as confif-cat with common Juttice, to have 
altered the Name rather to that of the real Tranjlator ; for 
this wretched Contrivance of theirs plainly proves that the 
have made the Book deferve that Character, which they freely 
cwn to be a very bad one: After fo evident a Demonfra- 
tion therefore, it is necdlefs for me to infift any longer on this 
point ; for the very A&ton fpcaks it felf: 
They next declare, in your BEE, that the Proprietors © 
were a// utter Strangers to my having been the Author 
of any Thranflations, as they believ’d moft part of the 
Town were likewife ; and, in the Craftfiman, that they 
were utterly and entirely ignorant of Me, otherwife than 
as the Author of a Scandalous, obfcene Poem publithed 
Jaft Winter.— Indeed J am not fond of Popularity ; aor did 
ublife the Advertifement concerning Ofman I. to Puff my 
felf and my Performances, as thefe Men wowd bafely inf- 
auaie ; but to do my felf Jultice and prevent the Deceit's 
taking Effect. If I bave the Happinefs to plea/fe the 
cerning Few, J don’t care hew little I am known to the ig- 
norant many, much le/s fhould I defire a Reputation founded 
upon an. Acquaintance with any knavith Book/ellers. But 
fure ALL the Proprietors cannot perfift in affirming they 
were utter Strangers to my having been the Author of any 
Tranflation, when Mr. Hazard bound feveral Books for me 
of the Tranflation of Mr. LE BRun’Ss Passions, dedita- 
ted to Sir Haws SLoane¥ Bart. ; which no doubt put the 
thought into their Heads of ulurping my Name, to give Cre- 
dit to their tripple titled Romance.— 45 to the other Scurrilous 
Refleion, I proteft I publifoed no Poem whatever lap 
Minter ; nor do I remember to have feen any advertis’d my 
Name ; if there were, ‘tis not unlikely but they, or fome. 
of their Colleagues, were at the Bottom of it; for 1am 
wholly ignorant of the Fa#; but if I bad feen any [uch 
Thing, 1 fhould certainly have taken Notice of it im the 
manncr I have done this umpofture which J have detefed 
| Qn 
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and which I make no que but the whole Town is, by this 
rime, convined of. 

I muff entreat your Patience, Gentlemen, a little longer, 
till 1 have wholly diffe@ed their counterfeit Letter. / am 
accus'd of prefuming that I am the only fobs Willizms, who 
“can tranflate juitly:’ this is falfe innuendo ; for not 
one expreffionin my Letter implies any fuch Inference. Nor 
does any thing Ihave advane'd infer + that all other Gen- 
‘tlemen, who dare attempt that Task, are a pack of 
half ftarv’d learned Gen- 
_thmen have generoufly tranflated, om their own Account, 

with a View principally to the beneiit cf the Publick 
and for the Credit of the Age we dive in; and /ome 1n- 
deed, equally skilful, have been reduced to the Necetlity of 
tranjluting for @ Book/eller: But if we examine fome late 
Traaflations (as they are cali’d) I believe we foall find 
none of re firft Clafs have been concern'd therein, and of 
the latter, tho’ capable of performing better than they do, 
yet they are too much hurri'd by their Egyptian ‘Lask- 
Matters to obferve that Nicety and Correctnels, which 
Works of fuch a Nature require: For the Queftion of a mere 
lucrative Bookfeller is, how well, but how cheap, and how 
foon, wi// you do it ?—This Slavery Gentlemen, who Value 
their Reputations, or are not in immediate want of Bread, 
cannot [nbmit to ; and therefore Half-ftar’d Hackney Seribb- 
lers are commonly imp ly'd, who are forc’'d to whip and {pur, 
through thick and thin, to perform their Stage by the Time 
appointed. And I blufh to think what a wretched Opinion 
the next generation will bave of the Learning of this, when 
they compare fome of our Tranflations with the Originals ! 
But as lone as this BEE fhall live, they will here ffs thé 
Apology, and heartily courfe all mercenary Bock/ellers ; 
the NAMES of the PROPRIETORS of OSMAN will will be 
remembred to their eternal Difgrace, anda brani of Inka- 
my fix'd on them, for having been Abetters and Perpetra- 
tors of the of the Barbarous Maffacre on Learning in gene- 
ral! And it is @ Hatard if to Ofmanize, or Ofmon- 
dize, @ Book, does mot become a more general Proverb than 
fo CURL one. 
I proceed—I fhall take notice of but three W of ds 

more. Viy Antagonifis, aim'd with Dictionaries, tell mé 
they don’t know what I mean by the Word Phrafity, which 


lam not furpriz’d at, becaufe, perhaps, they cannot find out 
that ¢ Word. certainly @ very 
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Scene to behold the Board of Book/fellers, with all the 
Dictionaries extent before them, turning alternately to every 
individual Word in my Letter, to find out where they might 
make an Exception! This too, doubtle/s, curforily as it is 
fi rttten, a the fome tryal; and wo be to me, if 
any poor miftaken Part of Speech differ from their Stand- 
ard °—As to the Word Stigmatia, if J wrote it, you will 
bear me Witnefs, Gentlemen, I obferved to you in an Errata, 
before their Annotation came, that [ meant Stigmatie, which 
45s a@ Character they jufly deferve.—But for the Word Maila- 
Crating, J muf? cwn the beat, which their 1/l-ufage had put 
me into, made me hurry my Letter away without perufing it; 
yet 1 can't conceive how their Critict/m on that Word, can 
excufe their injury to mein Deeds ; but rather than per- 
fift in any wrong Expreifion, as they do injurious 
- acts, Ichufe to follow the advice of Mr. Pope ia thefe 
ines. 


But you, with Pleafire, own your Errors pap, 
And make, each Day, @ Critick on the laf. 


However, the Proprietors of the tripple-titled Romance 
may fill retain the fapernumerary Letters in the Nord 
maffacrA Ting, to mind them of my ane 2 Refolution to be 
AT ’em as long as they continue to impofe upon the Publick 


and, 

Gentlemen, 
fleet-Prifon, 
No. 1, in the Your very Humble Servant, 
Halli. OGob. | 5 
21, 1734. JOHN WILLIAM 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
FRANCE. 


HAT we mentioned in our laft of great Prep? 


rations being making in France, to have a Pe 
Fleet in Readinefs againft Spring, is confirmed. 


Work Day and Night, in the feveral Ports of France, - 
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well in Building new Men. of War, as repairing fuch old 7 
one’s as can be made fit for Service: They fay at Paris, | 
that the like is doing in the feveral Ports of Spain, that | 
the combined maritime Forces of thetwo Kingdoms may be 

fufficient for all Events. 

The Kings Minifters hold their Conferences daily at 
Foataine-bleau, to examine the feveral Projects which | 
have been offered for a General Pacification in Exrope, 
in order to form one General Plan out of them to lay be- 
fore his Majeity. ! 

The Bref# Squadron is not yet difarmed ; but as their 
Provifions{ begin to grow fhort, and no fupply is order- 
a the Directions for their laying up are expected every 

our. 


HOLLAND and the Low-CounrTRIES. 


~ 


= om 

- 


H E States of Holland continue affembled ; but no 

Refolution has hitherto been declared to the Com- 
miffioners of the Admiralty, who are yet attending the 
order of the States General, what Number of Ships to fit 
out, and put in Commiffion ngasnft the Spring, Count ‘ae 
d'Ubifeldt, the Imperial Minifter at the Hague, 1s faid to 
_ have lately declared, that if the States General will conti- a 
nue to look on, and leave the Emperor’s Domionions to be 
torn away, one after the other, at the Difcretion of his E- 
nemies ; They muft not be furprized, if his Jmperia/ Ma- 
jefty fhould be obliged to put an End to fo expenfive and 
unequal a War, on the beft Terms He can ; and in 
fuch a Manner, as may not be much to their High Migh- 
tine/s’s Advantage. his Declaration, if made feems to 
carry with it the Air of a Threat, with regard to the 
Aufirian Netherlands ; but as the States act in Concert 
with their Neighbours, who they believe have too great 
a Weight in the prefent Balance of Affairs to fuffer their 
common Intereft to be born down by any hafty Step to 
their Prejudice, it does not feem to make any Alterations 
in their Counfels. 


Dddz SPAIN 
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SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


N Otwithftanding the Continual Solicitations, of the 
Minitters of the Confederate Powers refiding at the 
Court of Lisbon, it is generally believed, there, that the 
Arrival of Don Emanuel from the Court of Vienna will 
determine his Portugefe Majefty in Favour of the Em. 
perer, and put a finifhing hand to fome Negociations, 
which it is faid, are actually on Foot. It has at leaft 
been, for fome Time obferved, that notwithftanding the 
the ftrict neutrallity, which the King of Portuga/ continues 
to prolefs, his Majefty’s Inclinations feem to lead him 
mott towards the Jmperial Side. 

Men are working _— and night at Barce/onain embark- 
ing a great Seartity of all Sorts of Ammunition ef War, 
and a Body of Troops of 8000 Foot, and 2000 Horfe, for 
Ltaly. | 


ROME and ITALY. 


OUNT isdaily expected inthe Jmperial Army 
¢ in Jt2/y, the chief Command of which is to be con- 
ferred on him ; and as he is reckoned as bold and enter- 
prizing a Soldier as the Tate Count Merci, it is general- 
fy believed his Arrival will give Birth to fome Uuder- 
takings, which may decide the Fate of that Part of Jta/y. 
Befides the 7009 Men mentioned in our laft, with which 
the Confederate Army in Lombardy had been reinforced 
four Regiments of Piemontefe Infantry have joined their 
Camp. 

The Caftle "of Gonzagua, in Sicily is reduced tothe O- 
bedience of his new Scicillian Majefty the Garrifon being 
made Prifonersof War, and Fort Biaze is befieged with 
great Vigour. And Seventeen Hundred German Prifoners 
who have refufed to lift into the Spanifo Army, are fent, 
under Confinement to Spain. 
Notwirhftanding his Catholick Majefty has declared his 
Defire that Dor Carlos thould 90 over in Perfon to take 
Pofetfion of Sicily, it is believed, that his Voyage thither 
will not be fo fudden, it not being thought proper by re 
Counie 
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 Counfel for him to leave the Kingdom of Naples, ‘till 
Capua be reduced, which Place holds out againft the united 
force of FirE and FAMINE. | 

The Jmperialif's have obliged the Marquis de Maillebcis 
to raife the Siege of Mirando/a, and to retire to Modena, 
with fome Precipitation ; leaving behind himeight lieces 
of Ordnance, two Mortars fome Ammunition Provifioas 


and Baggage. 


GERMANY. 


Y our Letters from Vieuna we are informed, that the 

General Count /Va//is, the elder (by Extract an /Jrif- 
man) has received his Orders to command the Jmpertal 
Army in /ta/y ; and is departed to take Poffeflion of that 
important Charge. At his Arrival there, Count Koning- 
fegg, who is thought more neceifary in the Cabinet, or 
on Occafion, to be at the Head of a Negociation, will, it 
is faid, return the Jmperia/ Court. Such Difpatch is 
making to fend Succours to /ta/y ; That the Intantry in- 
ftead of marching, are conveyed in Waggons through the 
Emperor's Dominions, where the Peafants being obliged 
to furnifh frefh Horfes, at proper Stations, thy travel 
at the Rate of 6o Miles in 24 Hour. 

Prince Eugene, who is returned to Vienna, had Audi- 
ence of his Jmperia/ Majefty, within two Hours after his 
Arrival in that City. A great Council was afterwards 
held, in his Highnefs’s Prefence, and the Refolutions there 
taken, it is faid, was, to augment the loops in Jta/y to 
70,000 Men; it is even wifpered, that they will be 
commanded, the next Campaign by his Highnefs, who, 
as he once had the good Fortune to retrieve the A fairs of 
It2ly, when at their loweft Ebb, is thought moft likely 
to effect the fame a /econd Time. | 

It hes been obferved as fomething remarkable, that 
Prince Eugene fhould the the very Day, after his Ar- 
956d to dine with Mr. Robinfon, the Minitter of Great- 

ritain- 

_We have little or nothing fince our laft fromthe Rhine; 
The French Army tho’ difperfed is not ye: m Winter- 
Quarters; and their hovering about iu large | et2chments 


the Fieid, gives no {mall Uneafinefs to the 
who, 
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who, in their prefent Situation, might not be fo ready in 
Cafe of any Attempt. 

According to our laft Letters from Dre/den, King Av. 
guftus {et out from thence for the 20th Inftaat. 

The Cafe of the King of Prufta, who, according tothe 
laft Letters we had from Ber/in, yet lives, is very deplo- 
rable ; the Complication of Diftempers, under which his 
Majefty has, for fome Time, labour’d, is, at length, 
turn’dto a Dropfy. From his Head to the Pit of his Sto- 
mach, he is a very Skeleton; but downwards is very much 
fwelled. All the Phyficians now pretend to, is to ea? 
him, as much as in their Power, efpecially by frequent 
Bleeding, to remove the Oppreffion on his Lungs, which 
is frequently fo great, as to deprive him fome Minntes of 
all Signs of Life : In this Condition, it is however beliey'd, 
he may live fome Weeks ; unlefs a Mortification, which 
is apprehended, from a Want of Feeling in his Legs, fhould 
fhorten his Mifery. 

The Prince Royal continually attends his Majefty ; and 
there feems to be a perfect Harmony, and mutual Tender- 
nefs and Affection between the dyiny Monarch and his 
Succeffor. This feems to contradi-t the Report of the 
King’s haying fent the Prince to vifit his Regiment. 


POLAND, SWEDEN, and the NoRTHERN POWERS. 


idski Shewed themfelves formerly in Fovour of 
ug Staniflaus ; they are no lefs diligent now in the In- 
terzit of their new Mafter, King Augufus. They feem, 
likewife, to have a very great Share in his Favour and 
Confidence. The Management of his Affairs in Polant 
are almoft folely entruft d to them; to their Councils 
is owing that Prince’s intended Journy to /arfaw, and 
the Project of a General Amneffy, in order to break and 
diffolve the Confederacies made in Favour of King Srant/- 
daus. This extraordinary Zeal, in the very Intancy o 
their Attachment to that Prince, efpecially as it is very 
well known they did not embrace that Party of Choice, 
but by Conftraint, makes fome People fufpect there 's 4 
Saake in the Grafs. 


S Active as Count Poniatowski and Prince Czartor- 
] 
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TuRKY, PERSIA, aad other REMOTE COUNTRIES. 


HE Perfian Ambaffafors, whom we mentioned, ia 

our laft to be on the Road in Conffantincple, aren 
by our laft Accounts faid to be arrived ; fome will have 
it, that the Treaty between the Ferfians and Ottomans 
is actually concluded, and that their Bufinefs is only to 
regulate the Manner in which the Turks are to deliver up 
the Conquered } rovinces. It is pa faid at Confan- 
tinoble, that the neceffary Coufequence of this Peace will be a 
War withthe Chrifians ; and that 30,000 Men are inftantly 
to repair to the Frontiers of Furcpe, and form a Camp on 
the Borders of Croatia. Large Magazines, of Ammuni- 
tion are laying up in Bo/nia, and great Quantities of Pow- 
der have been fent thither ; all which Circumftances feem 
to infer a Refolution taken of attacking his /mperial Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions on that Side. 

Our Letters from Venice confirm the Probability of the 
Ottomans turning their Forces againft Emperor. 

Count Bonneval it feems grows every Day more in fa- 
vour with the Grand /7zir. The Count has actually the 
Command of Ten Thoufand Men, has reformed the 
Turkife Military Difcipline in feveral Points, and is faid 
to have drawn up a Project for falling uponthe Emperors 
Territories which has beén approved of by the Divan. 


MICELLANY PoEMs, SONGS, &e. 


The BROOM a Tale. 


IR John, to large Efate the only Heir, 

His Mother's Hope, ber Darling ber Care, 
Not faffer’'d from bis Mamma’s Sight to roam, 
But kept to Novels and to \ lays at home, 
Fill’ d with Romantick Love, began to figh, 
Thought he muff love—but knew not what—nor why. 
Still he read on, and ftill encreas'd bis Flame, 
He, found that cach Knight-Errant had bis Dame : 
What fhou'd be do alone without a Fair? — 
at this nick Time, with dext’'rous Air, 
Sufan with Broom was fweeping down ber Stair. The 
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